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SD1 COMPARISON
by David Arnold (362)

It is a little over three years since the SD1 was released on the Australian market.

I bought one of the early ones and replaced it with one of the latest "facelift"

models about a month ago. Had there been a manual version available in 1979, {Leyland -
LMCA - inferred that only automatics were to be imported), I would have preferred one.
The latest acquisition has a five-speed manual box,

Before starting on this comparison, let me say that the red car, 1979 model, was a
totally reliable car. If it had any faults, they were common to all vehicles of that
model but were rectified eventually, as far as was possible, with the help of some
first class people at LMCA, and a lot of persistence on my part. The motoring press

has reported that the latest wversion has two faults: 1. noisy cooling fan, 2. twitchy
steering, The first is a valid comment but with 5000 km recorded on the new DA 505,

the fan noise is diminishing. I remember that the red car was much the same, Neither
car overheats, regardless of the conditions. The second is not strictly correct. People
used to power steering adapt to the car readily. The rest react predictably.

There have been scores of changes and improvements over the last three years. Some of
the more obvious I have included in this article but to list all would mean writing a
book.

Mechanical The engine is more powerful. The torque band now starts at around 2250RPM
as opposed to 3250 approximately. In 5th gear, 2000 RPM is 9 km/h so the earlier start
helps. Some of the power-robbing pollution gear (air pump, etc) has gone. Pulling power
is much better. The ignition system components now live outside the distributor and are
said to be more effective and less troublesome., The exhaust system is now of the
extractor type, possibly only on the manual car. Lucas L-jetronic fuel injection is
incorporated, same as the 1981 SE. The diff ratio is said to be higher for longer legs
on the open road. Ingine mountings and drive train parts have been beefed up, (manual
only?). The brakes are bigger with an amended booster and two-stage master cylinder.

If the first stage fails (top half of brake pedal travel), there is a spare brake system
on the lower half,

Suspension All linkages and mountings have been beefed up (manual only?). Spring and
shock absorber rates are firmer, Steering appears to have more feel than before but my
earlier car had different tyres.

Insulation This is a major improvement, All exhaust pipe areas are shielded with fibre
glass/ asbestos mouldings either attached to the floor of the car or the exhaust pipe
itself. They really work. Noise insulation, both under floor and engine bay, is more
effective and less susceptible to deterioration., Rust proofing is more comprehensive.
Bodywork, etc The following areas have been modified to improve either function or
visibility. Any improvement in appearance I would say is coincidental: bonnet, tailgate,
air intake for cooling and ventilation, bumper bars, wheels, air dam, headlamps, front
blinkers and parking lights, horn location., Badging has also been changed and there are
one or two aesthetic changes.

Interior Cenerally, the quality and finish of inclusions has been upgraded. Plastic

is still used extensively. However, the overall finish is more acceptable. It's good

to see real wood (walnut veneer) garnish mouldings on the doors. All buttons and
control storks have been repositioned and the instrumentation is more elaborate, even
though the battery condition gauge is gone. In all, the interior is easier to live

with but there is no single item that can be especially praised. A big minus to the
thick-head who decided to reposition the window winder buttons. Not only do you have to
be a contortionist to operate them but at night it is quite difficult to locate a
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specific button and trial and error is usually the order of the day. The lumbar
adjustment in the front seats which is adjustable (sort of ) is a plus, but I wonder if
tall big-boned people will be able to appreciate it given that the adjustable section
is rather low down the back rest, more at bottom level than the small of the back,
Additional courtesy lights and stainless steel kick plates on the sills plus carpet
inserts on lower door trims all go to make the car that much more elegant and more in
keeping with the price tag.

Equipment The original car had a comprehensive list of comfort and safety equipment,

The latest cars (not all of the following were included on 1981 cars) have electrically

adjustable door mirrors which are also electrically demisted, rear window wash/wipe,
improved fan spray front washers, simplified heater/ air conditioning controls, digital
clock with elapsed time/ stop watch facility. Some cars have an electric sun roof or
cruise control fitted at the factory. DA 505 has cruise control which T can recommend
for long runs,

Driving Transmissions aside, these are two very different motor cars. I won't say that
one is better than the other, just different. The manufacturers have most definitely
taken notice of the feed-back from the consumers as all but a few of the criticisms

of the early car have been remedied, plus a few that didn't need to be touched. The
deeper one looks into the vehicle, its intricate and sophisticated electrical specific-
ation incorporating banks of relays, fuses and safety cut-outs, inertia switches, sensors
and "computers" (no less than three separate "computers'), the more amazed one feels, if
not a little awed.

It's still a very strong car in the Rover tradition. It's still an excellent touring
car, in the Rover tradition, perhaps the best yet built, especially considering the

fuel economy; we are presently getting between 28 and 30 MFG touring and about 25 around
town on short trips. We expect td do better than 30 when the engine is run in properly.
There is nothing to service save the occasional oil change and check for tightness, plus
the usual change of filters. Mastercare Warranty means you're fully covered for failures
for two years or 10,000 km, plus you pay for parts used in service (oil, filters, etc),
no labour. LICA issues a plastic card which you present at any authorised service

centre to obtain Mastercare service, free for three years or 10,000 km: beat that, Benz!
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