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AUSTRATTAUE
Qulte clase ln prlce, Holden's StatBsmnn Capiee and
Leylands Rover 3500 are poles apart in concept,
Whtch ts best? Paul Harrington and Doug Hicks give
tlulr oplnlons,

FEW WOULO ARGUE whh tho tact thrl
ro6d t6riing It vory rublsctlvo' Ono
poraon crn bs complotoly turned on bY a
car which .noth.r might thlnk uttolly
awful.

Indood, lhst't tho way lt h6pp.nrd
when MOTOR MAIIIUAL't tqrt toam
bagsn to 6rgua rbout tho comporgtlvo
msrttr of Holden't St6totman Captico
ond Leyt nd'! Rov€r 3500In itr now tuol
inioctod form.

No mriler how long ths dllcuarion
contin{od, it woa nov€. lolbfactotilly
s.ttled, So, h.ro wo publilh BOTH

Fi6t. th. Edltor - and no cEGk.
about tho .g. b.fo.. bc.utY pl..to I
WHEN SO MANY manulacturers are f ighting
for much the same slice of the market, fur is
bound to fly. When it comes to the lower end
of the luxury market however, some have
considerable advantage over the others

58 _ MOTOR MANUAL. APRIL, 1982

Take Ford and Holden for example Be-
cause they are making their cars local ly, theY
have no import restr ict ions to reduce the
numbe. they can sel l .  On the face of i t ,  thrs
should give them a considerable advantage
over the imports. The fact that i t  doesn t is
due to the image which makes from over-
seas tend to project.This inf luences buyers to
lay out their money irrespective of whether
the car is as good as, or better than the local
product,

When it  comes to two cars which are very
closely malched in price, one from overseas,
the other local ly bui l t .  the aura of the import
is bound to win out. Or is i t?

Leyland's latest Rover 3500 SE is priced
at $25,450, with an extra $2OO if  you want
metal l ic paint. This is considerably more than
the carburettor model, a few of which may
sti l l  be avai lable from some dealers. They
cost $23,9'15, and for the same money
there's a choice of either auto or manual.



Holden s Statesman Caprice on the other
hand, costs around $23,450 at present, and
comes ful ly equipped for that price.

Given the choice of iust these two for rny
daily commuling, I  had no hesitarion in pick-
ing the Holden. To me, i t  seems to make no
demands. Neither does i t  require any con-
tort ions gelt ing in and out. Ouiet, smooth,
spacious and fair ly l ively when need be, i t  is
so well  suited to the roads l travel each day.

This contrasts markedly with the Rover.
Under the same condit ions, the extra $15O0
or so cost for fuel inject ion doesn't  appear to
have endowed it  with any l ivel ier perform-
ance, while despite claims regarding
changes to the susponsion i t  does not
appear to r ide any better,

According to Leyland more compliance
has been bui i t  into the lront MacPherson
strut suspension, whilc other alterat ions
have been made to the Boge selt  level l ing
units.at the rear, To me the car feels much
the same as i t  always did, lair ly harsh and
uncompromising,

Worse still, the noise lrom the engine
compartment appears louder than ever,
domioated by the whirr ing of the constant
cool ing fan.

I find the Rov€r interior claustrophobic.
High waisted, and low roofed, i t  causes me
to "double-tako" when looking around be-
cause psychological ly I  feel visibi l i ty is so
restr icted. One tends to l ie down in the car
rather than sit  in i t ,  taced by a contnved
looking tacia and that absurd squared off
steering wheel, obviously added only to
merge in whh the general square design of
the interior.

Controls are complex, and the interior
door latches are a new challenge every t ime
the car is drivenl'  

Although the Statesman isn't  a part icular-
ly good looking car, i t  is imposing in many
respects. Knowing i t  was developedtrom the
old HQ Holden shouldn't  enter into the con-
sideration, but i t  does, unti l  one drives th€
thing. Then i t  displays a personali ty al l  i ts

Sure i l  has dist inct American ove(ones in
almosl every depanment, but Id guarantoe,
any American owning one in his own country
would bel ieve he had the greatest luxury car
in the world! Maybe he wouldn t l ike the f irm
suspension - f i rm only by comparison with
the average American l i rxury car - but I  feel
sure he would forgive that in view of the pre-
cision felt  in driving, not to mention the
ouiet. solid interior comfort.

On city and suburban streets rhe Caprice
is way ahead of the Rover. Out on the open
road however, they come much closer to-
gether. Because of its aerodynamics and
rack and pinion steering, the English design
cruises quickly and quietly, lt gives the im-
pression of a GT model until such timo as
some hard acceleration is d€manded of it.
Then its milksop allov V8 shows its dis-
pleasure at being forced to haul around all
that weight and complexity.

The Holden goes pretty well oul th€re on
the highway too, and it always seems to
have a reserve of power available for extra
accelerat ioh unless the cruising speed is
total ly unreal ist ic.

ln lhe handling depanment the Rover is a
mite more surefooted at the extremiti€s ot its
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oertormance, but most ot tho tim€ | fsel the
Capdce can do the job just as well ,  and
certainly without tho lumps and bumps folt
in the Rover over less than smooth surf-aces.

No. l 'd save mys€lf $2000 and plump for
the local car. To me it is honest, and that's
not a word l 'd use to describe the Rovel

So wh6t did Doug Hlck.lhlnk?
OUTWARDLY THE TWO cars aro as similar
as Doctor Who and Darth Vader, d€spite
being comparable in terms of seating
capacity, pricing and perceiv€d luxury-

Visual ly the Rover is years ahead of the
Holden, even though the car was f irst pro-
duced in the early seventies. The Holden
was. o{ course. evolved from the HO. lt is
perhaps unfair to compare appearances, but
when it is consid€red that the Rover was
original ly designed by Bertono as a roplace-
ment body for the Ausrin 1800. there is
some j(rsti{ication.

The Caorice is unashamablv American,
and embodies al l the attr ibutes of a turnpike
cruiser with a high degree o{ laid-back luxu-
ry. On the other hand the Rover is so Eu-
ropean that it's hard to beliove it comes from
the uK - i t  is a large grand tourisimo.

ln al l  dr iving situations the two exhibit  dif-
ferent characteristics. The Rover is not all
that satisfying around town, and gives the
impression ol being something of an over
rated slug, while the Statesman seems to be
a very obvious relative of some of the more
comoetit ion orientated Holdens. Out on the
highways and byways there's a total rote re-
versal - the Rover doesn t come into i ts
own unti l  the speed l imits are well  and truly
left  behind while the Caprice is obviously
very near to i ts l imits.

These differences are an obvious result ot
the respective mechanical configurataons
and, in panicular, aercdynamics.

Eriet ly, the Holden is a 5l i tre V8 driving
through a three speed auto to a live rear axle
f i t ted with a l imited sl ip dif ferential.  Roar
springing is by coi ls while the independent
Jront s!spension is also coi l .  Discs are { i t ted
al l  round and are power assislod, as is the
rccirculat ing bal l  steering.

The Rover now has a fuel injection system
on the 3.5 l i tre V8, and used a Borg Warner
three speed auto. But from here on in the
similari t ies end. The l ive rear axle is con-
trol l€d by a r igid torquo tube, Watts l inkage,
coil springs and self-leveling struts, plus
shock absorbers. Frcnt suspension is by
McPherson strut.  with rack and pionion
steering. Power assisted discs with a com_
p6nsating fronvroar valve complet€ the m€_
chanical Dicture.

While interior appointments ar€ on a par,
the treatrnent of the equipment epitomises
the opposing design phi losophios. The

TOP: In fu.l Inloctlon tonn th.
Rov€r f.6lr no qulckri otf th. rutk,
but whan h r..ch.. c.ulalng rp..d
it gobblo! th. dl.t.nca crdly.

CENTRE: fh. totqo. tub. tVP. of
llvo re.r .xl. workr qult w.ll' bui
th. froi|t of th. Rov.r lltt. hlgh
whon tho boot lt Put Inl

LEFT: Smooth .nd rltclmlln.d, h'.
hard to r.alha th. Bov.r wat ttYlad
r long tlm. .go rr th. r.phcarrlnt
lor ths Aultln t 8OO.
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Caprice dash is visual ly higgle-de-piggtety
with odd swhches, controls and gauges
stuck here and there and boldlv labled so
that a six year old can f ind bverything. Aes-
thetical ly i t  is a mess, r ight through to the
imitat ion walnut contrasting with high quali ,
ty leather upholsterV.

The Rover is a graphic art ist 's del ight.
Everything is visual ly well  balanced and
neatly grouped. The execLlt ion of the design
is good, although some of the f iner points
are often misconstrued as being sloppy ds-
sembly ralher than intentional.

While the Rover dash looks good, i t  is
pathotic from an ergonomic point oI view.
There is far too much similari tv in th€ design.
making i t  awkward to hit  the r ight switch at
the r ight t ime, and f iguring out which guage
is which. Obviously an owner would even-
tual ly bocome accustomed to i t .

Of signif icant interest ls the type of reac-
t ion the two evoke from people who have
not experienced ehher car. Without doubt
the Rover has a greater impact on the pro-
letariate and is perceived as being la. more
expensive than the Caprice. Car enthusiasts
tend to scoff at i t  though. Not because the
package is lacking, but because of the popu-
lar spoft of knocking Leyland's parts and ser-
vice costs, and to a lesser extent the bui ld
quali ty. The Statesman on the other hand is
seen as being a Holden in these areas, and
thus the running and rel iabi l i ty comments
simDlv don t arise.

Interestingly both our roaci test cars nao
problems. On high speed sweepers, there
was a sol id ker-thunk emirted by lhe Rovers
chassas, almost as i f  a ful l  can of Coke rol led
from one side of the boot to the other. Noth-
ing was felt  through the steering nor was
there any effect on stabi l i ty, so f ingers were
simply crossed and the problem ignor€d. The
Statesman's drama was far more identi-
f iable. The rear shockers simolv could not
handle the back axle when power was ap-
pl ied in the middle of a t ight corner. Axle
tramp, heaps of i t ,  resulted from the l imited
sl ip dif i  trying to feed power to.the inside

The only other problem came during our
sessron on the test str ip, Rapidly the
Caprice brakes gave out, fading away and
becoming quite uneven and f inal ly result ing
In a very sideways stop in the braking test.

l f  your primary concern is for comfort and
convenience, and vou're not concerned wtrn
specitic types oI driving and also aesthetics,
than there is precious l i t t le to separate the
two. Eoth are very quiet, comfortable and
very well  equipped. Each has plusses, and
minusses. Frankly, i f  the monev were avai l-
able, neither would f ind sheiter under my car
port!

TOP: Fo6r r6at aplca In tha 8tatar-
man la gononour who.o Foad't LTD
could bo dorcrlbed aa oYar-
ganoroua. Apart trom haadrcom tha
Rovor ia much the aama.
CEI{TBE: Una.ham.dly Am.rlc.n
in look!, tho Caprlco l. nonothrhtt,
an el€gant looklng !od.D.
RIGHT: Th.r€'r h.rdly .nywhara
tho Strtormon lookr ost of phc.,
whib thonkr to nTs, lt h.r th.
handllng to goi thc.. r.f.ly - lnd
quickly I
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