AUSTRALIA VE

Quite close in price, Holden’s Statesman Caprice and
Leyland’s Rover 3500 are poles apart in concept.
Which is best? Paul Harrington and Doug Hicks give

their opinions.

FEW WOULD ARGUE with the fact that
road testing is very subjective. One
person can be completely turned on by a
car which another might think utterly
awful.

" Indeed, that's the way it happened
when MOTOR MANUAL’'s test team
began to argue about the comparative
merits of Holden's Statesman Caprice
and Leyland’s Rover 3500 in its new fuel
injected form.

No matter how long the discussion
continued, it was never satisfactorilly
gettled. So, here we publish BOTH
views.

First, the Editor — and no cracks
about the age before beauty please!
WHEN SO MANY manufacturers are fighting
for much the same slice of the market, furis
bound to fly. When it comes to the lower end
of the luxury market however, some have
considerable advantage over the others.
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Take Ford and Holden for example. Be-
cause they are making their cars locally, they
have no import restrictions to reduce the
number they can sell. On the face of it, this
should give them a considerable advantage
over the imports. The fact that it doesn't is
due to the image which makes from over-
seas tend to project.This influences buyers to
lay out their money irrespective of whether
the car is as good as, or better than the local
product.

When it comes to two cars which are very
closely matched in price, one from overseas,
the other locally built, the aura of the import

"is bound to win out. Or is it?

Leyland’s latest Rover 3500 SE is priced
at $25,450, with an extra $200 if you want
metallic paint. This is considerably more than
the carburettor model, a few of which may
still be available from some dealers. They
cost $23,915, and for the same money
there’s a choice of either auto or manual.




Holden's Statesman Caprice on the other
hand, costs around $23,450 at present, and
comes fully equipped for that price.

Given the choice of just these two for my
daily commuting, | had no hesitation in pick-
ing the Holden. To me, it seems to make no
demands. Neither does it require any con-
tortions getting in and out. Quiet, smooth,
spacious and fairly lively when need be, it is
so well suited to the roads | travel each day.

This contrasts markedly with the Rover.
Under the same conditions, the extra $1500
or so cost for fuel injection doesn’t appear to
have endowed it with any livelier perform-
ance, while despite claims regarding
changes to the suspension it does not
appear to ride any better.

According to Leyland more compliance
has been built into the front MacPherson
strut suspension, while other alterations
have been made to the Boge self levelling
units at the rear. To me the car feels much
the same as it always did, fairly harsh and
uncompromising.

Worse still, the noise from the engine
compartment appears louder than ever,
dominated by the whirring of the constant
cooling fan.

I find the Rover interior claustrophobic.
High waisted, and low roofed, it causes me
to “double-take” when looking around be-
cause psychologically | feel visibility is so
restricted. One tends to lie down in the car
rather than sit in it, faced by a contrived
looking facia and that absurd squared off
steering wheel, obviously added only to
merge in with the general square design of
the interior.

Controls are complex, and the interior
door latches are a new challenge every time
the car is driven!

Although the Statesman isn't a particular-
ly good looking car, it is imposing in many
respects. Knowing it was developed from the
old HQ Holden shouldn’t enter into the con-
sideration, but it does, until one drives the
thing. Then it displays a personality all its
own.

Sure it has distinct American overtones in
almost every department, but I'd guarantee,
any American owning one in his own country
would believe he had the greatest luxury car
in the world! Maybe he wouldn't like the firm
suspension — firm only by comparison with
the average American luxury car — but | feel
sure he would forgive that in view of the pre-
cision felt in driving, not to mention the
quiet, solid interior comfort.

On city and suburban streets the Caprice
is way ahead of the Rover. Out on the open
road however, they come much closer to-
gether. Because of its aerodynamics and
rack and pinion steering, the English design
cruises quickly and quietly. It gives the im-
pression of a GT model until such time as
some hard acceleration is demanded of it.

Then its milksop alloy V8 shows its dis-

pleasure at being forced to haul around all
that weight and complexity.

The Holden goes pretty well out there on
the highway too, and it always seems to
have a reserve of power available for extra
acceleration unless the cruising speed is
totally unrealistic.

In the handling department the Rover is a
mite more surefooted at the extremities of its

US ENGLAND!
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performance, but most of the time | feel the
Caprice can do the job just as well, and
certainly without the lumps and bumps felt
in the Rover over less than smooth surfaces.

No. I'd save myself $2000 and plump for
the local car. To me it is honest, and that's
not a word 1I'd use to describe the Rover.

So what did Doug Hicks think?
OUTWARDLY THE TWO cars are as similar
as Doctor Who and Darth Vader, despite
being comparable in terms of seating
capacity, pricing and perceived luxury.

Visually the Rover is years ahead of the
Holden, even though the car was first pro-
duced in the early seventies. The Holden
was, of course, evolved from the HQ. It is
perhaps unfair to compare appearances, but
when it is considered that the Rover was
originally designed by Bertone as a replace-
ment body for the Austin 1800, there is
some justification.

The Caprice is unashamably American,
and embodies all the attributes of a turnpike
cruiser with a high degree of laid-back luxu-
ry. On the other hand the Rover is so Eu-
ropean that it's hard to believe it comes from
the UK — it is a large grand tourisimo.

In all driving situations the two exhibit dif-
ferent characteristics. The Rover is not all
that satisfying around town, and gives the
impression of being something of an over
rated slug, while the Statesman seems to be
a very obvious relative of some of the more
competition orientated Holdens. Out on the
highways and byways there's a total role re-
versal — the Rover doesn’t come into its
own until the speed limits are well and truly
left behind while the Caprice is obviously
very near to its limits.

These differences are an obvious result of
the respective mechanical configurations
and, in particular, aerodynamics.

Briefly, the Holden is a 5 litre V8 driving
through a three speed auto to a live rear axle
fitted with a limited slip differential. Rear
springing is by coils while the independent
front suspension is also coil. Discs are fitted
all round and are power assisted, as is the
recirculating ball steering.

The Rover now has a fuel injection system
on the 3.5 litre V8, and used a Borg Warner
three speed auto. But from here on in the
similarities end. The live rear axle is con-
trolled by a rigid torque tube, Watts linkage,
coil springs and self-leveling struts, plus
shock absorbers. Front suspension is by
McPherson strut, with rack and pionion
steering. Power assisted discs with a com-
pensating front/rear valve complete the me-
chanical picture.

While interior appointments are on a par,
the treatment of the equipment epitomises
the opposing design philosophies. The

TOP: In fuel injection form the
Rover fesls no quicker off the mark,
but when it reaches cruising speed
it gobbles the distance easily.

CENTRE: The torque tube type of
live rear axle works quite well, but
the front of the Rover lifts high
when the boot is put in!

LEFT: Smooth and streamlined, it's
hard to realise the Rover was styled
a long time ago as the replacement
for the Austin 1800.



Caprice dash is visually higgle-de-pigglely
with odd switches, controls and gauges
stuck here and there and boldly labled so
that a six year old can find ®verything. Aes-
thetically it is a mess, right through to the
imitation walnut contrasting with high quali-
ty leather upholstery.

The Rover is a graphic artist's delight.
Everything is visually well balanced and
neatly grouped. The execution of the design
is good, although some of the finer points
are often misconstrued as being sloppy as-
sembly rather than intentional.

While the Rover dash looks good, it is
pathetic from an ergonomic point of view.
There is far too much similarity in the design,
making it awkward to hit the right switch at
the right time, and figuring out which guage
is which. Obviously an owner would even-
tually become accustomed to it.

Of significant interest is the type of reac-
tion the two evoke from people who have
not experienced either car. Without doubt
the Rover has a greater impact on the pro-
letariate and is perceived as being far more
expensive than the Caprice. Car enthusiasts
tend to scoff at it though. Not because the
package is lacking, but because of the popu-
lar sport of knocking Leyland’s parts and ser-
vice costs, and to a lesser extent the build
quality. The Statesman on the other hand is
seen as being a Holden in these areas, and
thus the running and reliability comments
simply don't arise.

Interestingly both our road test cars had
problems. On high speed sweepers, there
was a solid ker-thunk emitted by the Rover's
chassis, almost as if a full can of Coke rolled
from one side of the boot to the other. Noth-
ing was felt through the steering nor was
there any effect on stability, so fingers were
simply crossed and the problem ignored. The
Statesman’s drama was far more identi-
fiable. The rear shockers simply could not
handle the back axle when power was ap-
plied in the middle of a tight corner. Axle
tramp, heaps of it, resulted from the limited
slip diff trying to feed power to the inside
wheel.

The only other problem came during our
session on the test strip, Rapidly the
Caprice brakes gave out, fading away and
becoming guite uneven and finally resulting
in a very sideways stop in the braking test.

If your primary concern is for comfort and
convenience, and you're not concerned with
specific types of driving and also aesthetics,
than there is precious little to separate the
two. Both are very quiet, comfortable and
very well equipped. Each has plusses, and
minusses. Frankly, if the money were avail-
able, neither would find shelter under my car
port!

TOP: Rear seat space in the States-

man is generous where Ford's LTD

could be described as over-
generous. Apart from headroom the

Rover is much the same.
CENTRE: Unashamedly American

in looks, the Caprice is nonetheless,
an elegant looking sedan.

RIGHT: There's hardly anywhere
the Statesman looks out of place,
while thanks to RTS, it has the
handling to get there safely — and
quickly!
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