It's been a long time getting here. Design studies for Rover's 3500 SDI
date back to 1969, and it was unveiled in Britain in mid-1976. Now
Leyland has finally deigned to release it in Australic — and, despite
the 20-grand price tag, the wait has been worthwhile . . .

SEE'-'EIN'GLY much more ol esasa in ils
trew, pmaller foad peafitabde) cole oz ano
imparar rather than o manafaciarsy of
motor ¥ebicles, Levland Australia is
Aelighted wilh 1he amival of the laleak

Hawar.

D-ngh:-lﬂ Ewmegizaes he 3500 5D & & dina
car that should sall itsalf, esven ot
£20, 000 [giwe or boke a 1axi farel.

Fostcicted by the gystam o 3000
sora eonwally (and thot number nclades
the Trizmph TH? and the [ogumnTaimler
remga), leglond Aostrelia is reckaning on
salling 1200 to 400 Fowars during 1979 —
that's provided suificien! numbers are
cvoileble [or export from  Eritoin,
ramembering that [1 has Besn & hugs
success an the home morked.
b:rI:;i:ime recaived ils “Iﬁﬁ”:::l u.ibl:u

gingly ogTes {=] tha
deiomatic Teraion Hiuﬂl whelhec '-'I'L'lll-
avar gat 1he desirabla five-speed manogl,
Laviand exsculives merely shrug their
shouldars ond rates thedr ayes towards the
bearens

Florar dﬂlqm: Dovid Boche seva he bas
dimed at an exatic bul long-lasiog style
with the &0 and ke uneshamedly adetts
that Maserati and Ferrari were sitong
inflecancas in the sarly sfoges.

Ol course. fhere bad %o bo soma
sompramises, the Beser balng o prastical
katchback sedon and not o sporty grond
baurmr, Meveriheless, if iz an eyecalchar,
avan i the bulky mear dessn™ win =sany
frimrede om the bazis of wivle. Bat fangetting
aesthetics, that chunky tail iz goleg te
plegas planty of practicelily.-mindad
mabarisds.

As diflarent as tha 8D1 is {rom s
predecessors, what with ite Ferrari-like

bront-end sivling, sporiy charaoter, the
additlan of o Hith “denr” and tlees salurm fea
mars fonventiondl suspension, it still
shouldnt allanate tha fradiiionzl Hawes
buver, Thete are gocd reasans why.

‘ell-andowed wilh crediurs comlorts
guch s powear-steering, air-conditioning
istandard on 1he O version), eleclric
witidows, brushed.nylon ssst coverings,
cut-plle corpate. AMFM padic-cassetne,
ocantral door-Llocking system and tinted sida
and rear glaes, the new arrive] confinues o
long repwtaiion for lumary.

There's ensugh of the traditlona]
camiar 1o saxlinfy the solid citizenry who
ha¥e supportec the merque for decodes,
bui this Bever ssuld alas siedl sasles Fom
rivals such ae the Peugeo: 604, Aundi SE,
Cifroen CX, Valve I8, the smallar BR\Wa
and Mearcedes, @cd sven the upmarket
Fords ond Holdens.

MOTOR

Test

The biggas: l::ll:'l.ugu:i Lo the Howar's sucosss
bera is Leglond's peretiniel Achilles' beal
— the dimaded induostrial lurgy. But

rovidad the workmanship matchas the

I.ﬂh standarda set ]!-:l (111 tllﬁ"]IElE. the
fullp-ipported Hover should worry the
derylighis out of 1ha oppoailion .

In terms of design ard n:;p-plu_-u_-um_ thore
im little to criticise cod On i3 proper
atviranmen] — lEat Sty boeoily motoring —
the Rover is kard o bester.

It simply chews up the distancr sa
aifartlessly and relentlessly, with o
minimum of fuss, tho! few sedang could
marlch i under thesa copdliions,

A rlp along the notorions, twisting
Pacific Highway fram Sydnoy to Sudars’

ige af & wel woekend doemonsirobad
th Fover's muly mognificent highway
eapalililies,

The 500.kEllommlss return jouroey, with
four aduliz and luggoge choard, wos
accoouplished o W hewrs, inclieding three
afnpa lar luel and refreshmeanta. [1 peined
virtually nen-stsp @nd from Taree oo we
scared the unwmmted quinelle — rain aned

nghm esiatistics are mabatad for no olkhey
rexsan than to emphasise whot a sopesh
tnazring car thae Aowar 801 i8: guick and
Brirel e,

Larra the gear-atick in drive and the saor
shows some reluchonos fo ged back up to
spead aHar nagetlaling a alew comnar, bul
this fardiness is lorgotten U the deiver
shoapes fo uee smcond glot and werk the
engine a Hitle karder.

The ides iz 1o drive the Baver rather than
juet sit bock — it carbainly copes with Hght
cornars Detler i the driver Elcka hack o
gccand on enfry and powars throwgh.
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Some experimeniing during Modsrn
Matar's regular acceleration testing
eontirmed that the Hewvar, though lozy
under normal circameiances, can be
coaked inbo smart perlormances , . with
the heip of the gearshitt

With 1he E-:.rg' ‘Woarnar in driva, .l]u,;',;ll-:'
1hﬂ-"¢'H-J'l alow time al 15- Flui T [
0. 100 km'k dosh. But revving

rpm redline in the gears brought an
amaring respanaa, tha fimas tambling
deawr 1o a kel of 124 assands.

The driver who enjoys his motaring will
poon discover thal expanaive uss of the
aocalaraior whilet cornering lends o
nagaie (ke undersiesr, not thal fronf.and
“push” is evar a real problem

Tha Rovar reacts dissgresably — though
nnt demgeroualy — 1o the untidy driver, and
4 smooih behbind.-the.wheal fechnique s
the prssport 1o fasl palslde-peinl limes on
the open o,

E-'l'nl:. whan pushad hard, the Rover
ramalng on an even kasl, 1bs HE.roied
Michelins borely squealing, with the deives
knowing axactly how much tha cor bas in
resETvE

[rarieg our whirlwind Surders” run, with
& absolutaly magnificent haloges lights
ghawing the way, the Hover mode o
mockery of the adviscoy speed signs,
orially doubling them on some ocooasions
writhzurt a za on of bad manoece.

Ity wel-wedlhaer parformance was just o=
commendakle, the BMichelins kniling

thraugh 1he puddies to grak a firm grip on
tha bifumen
Tha I.-L-ﬂ'.r ramakng :t]-:ll'a'u'l'i, silant
ingide right up fo tha 174 kem'h (1BS h':rn':h
indicated) ochiowed in the 1est car, with te
pxceplicns — ote CRAGYILT, ODB ]:Il]ﬂi:l.l-ll:lﬂ
= At high spesds, rear-segi possangers
comploicad of o forever-presemnl
whistiing sound esmaomating from
grmawhars near the 1oilgota: and

» Under occeleration, the aparty throb of
tha . 5-litre V8 angine intrudes — but not
unplesaanily a0 — on the ceckpli anea,

The 301 does oot have the ipdapendeni
rear suapaneion of the sorlier Aover 3500,
bt its salf-levsliing Boge-typa dompling
arrangemant works admirably. It ensures a
greaiar conelglency umn dar cornaring
eanditlons becouse the car remains much
the sama, regardless of lood. Also, b
ramcvas o lot of the rsk of an unegpechad
roaction brom a salidly-loden rear.end
suddanly munning cut of spring Irawel in a
bumpy oaerHer o)

Thia 501 afers a beautifully smooth, firm
ride (bettar. it hos bean suggested, than
emy othar British oar, bamring the [aguaar,
Bristol and Bolls-Aoyeael, thanks to the
langihy suspension trovel and progredaive
damping.

Thea :u_.H levalling of the rear suspension
iz achisved ral by saporote uniis. but by
moking use of the heal (sasrgy! eoamnel by
dissipated in the shotk absosbars Gs they
mova. Tha SDL's dampers always refurn ta
tha centre-atrake position. whobever tha

statle load, so it fellows thal the springs
and shocks are always oporating abous the
eptimum peint, and the calla oan be mads
mitch salter,

Tha springs ame mounted directly on to
this cxle, bul the islessopic shocks oparois
an the main trailing arms, o little forward of
ihe colls,

The axbe is tisd down fore and aft by two
tratling erma with a Watts linkege loosticg
the reorand loterolly.

The rear suapension is designed io
reduce dive and sqoot boo minimum, whils
whial tilting ts barely discermable.

F]:h- powsr-aaslated rack.-and-pleaios
pieacing combines the right! degree ol
sensitivity with an ogresabls dose of
response. allowing the driver to park with
ease while sill miaining plenty of poad
“leal” oo the open highway

But a light towch 18 pecesaary, for 1he
sheering is vary posilive and direct. with
just two aod three-gquarter turns from
leck fa lock:

The turning circle of 10.4 matres is most
aceepiable lor a vehicle ol this sie,

The powar-bocsied beakes — discs up
ramt, deama al the rear — do all axked of
tham without a trooe of bods or lock-up, the
absance of the loter alse attribuiakbie ta the
lirm suspansion: nose-dive and
body-rall ls minimal, so all feur scmeans of
the car aie stable under most canditiona,

Thae Buick-bosed 358 cr oluminium VB
sagine in {be latest Kover is pepplar than

iis prodecessors, thenks o enginesring
improvemeonts io several orecs. The
criginal Genaral Maotors unit had a rev lhmil
of 4750 rpm, which was lijted to 3200 for tha
parliar Hover 35000 Mow 11 hos basn ralsad
te G000 by altering the valving in 1he
hydramlic toppets, fitting slightly largar
valves with revissd springe. and by making
improvemanis o the eylindar-heod parting
and r'."lﬂl'.l.ll;]lilr'.g. ke sxienaive
modifications were made o the alectrioal
Eyalem.

Always smooth ond mdiobla, the englne
oW MeVE S0EleE ond prodsced mons Bower
than ever balore — 120 kW af 5000 rpm. And
angine cverhecting, a prablam ares an the
abd Rover 3500s. dossn’t appear to ba a
woaknesss on this car, avan with tha
air-conditioning wotking a1 kull il

Daspiie the usually-thirsty combination
ol an elght-cylinder angine, cutomatle
imansmission and o beary rght fool, tha
Hovar refurned a relgiively sconomioal
fusl-consumpton figura of 14.9 lires pes
L0 kilomatres on the Surfars’ trip, Mot bad
for nlne-tesths moloring .

There are two abwious reasens why the
S0 15 med @ gas-gulping ogre: first, its lidle
V8 engine is o willing. highly efilcient
worker, Sscondly, the Fover is o very
slippery castomer, slicing throwgh the air
with g drag coedlicient of 0,35,

Tha obsence of o normol grille. tha
aercdynombc daskgn of the noss ssciion,
the sympathatic shope ol the headlights,
tha sleaply-raked windeciesn and the
siting ol the gir-intake possage law balow




ﬁlﬁmﬂ'hﬂ ikt m"‘l.ll'-l-i" n’r ruz
pravantion, and ofher antiscorrosion
maaaiieg inslude egreful underbody
daslgn to gweid ‘mod.pocking, full
undorseal ian, and wiilisation al
Hn.b-:nu:'l foz the ouber =il
Ha well. the exhaust syatem hae baum
aluminiumtesd in he dreas thal may be
alfecied by . and the bampers om
siainless-shaol.

M{mfmthm:hﬁmmu'uﬂf]mkd
at, mnd ke frent bockef-saats hawe been
wall-shoped 16 prdvida for odegquala
hack-support even on long journeve. o
addition, the asal hos foro.ond-ath
movemant, tilli contral end  roke
adjestment, Amd i this isn't anoogh, the
midget ar giant driver con toilar the
Hlmaring ~column position to suil his nesds:
it con be adjikated e bath roke and reach.

Alns. elfeciive Iaei and rearward wision
im padieead becauae bolh the scresns e
hpavily canted. The huge rear gless aiea,
bocauss ol the angle of the hoich doar,
becamas quite small when riewed from the
drivar's ssat,

ngg--.'-n:. the S0l pilet does get on
unabstructsd viabi of |fl! rond ahexd and
aoly thaas whe it brll in the soddie can ssg
anything of the sloping boanst, One mus
be egraful to remember thal there s,
indoed, o couple ol meires of sxpansive
mislal farward of the gloss area .

There's on absence of sacious blind-spats
ol the sides, dus to designer Bache's
insistence on skinnRy s'l'.lllﬂﬂ' thal mesns
docking and weaving can be aftempied In
keszvy irailic withoul risking scrapes on
that ro-cost-opiion matalile pointwork

A vary stiff oorolozator an our tast oar ledl
the criver with an aching right lag.
However, Laylond justified this, and
several otber boulie, with ibe declaration
thot it was a vehicle hiarrisdly “aloppsd
togelhai’ paincipally to slar in felevision
cammercials and pross cdverlisements,
and that il wes aaly seconded for duty on
ithie prass flest becouse of a aharlage al
mhals

Whan it cama into Modern Marar's handa,
il lnlariar reor-vlaw mirnor was rather
tanfatiraly ocffived 1o iz mouniing. anid
there woar o suggestion from the ongine
compaortmant that o manilold gosicet was
giving upn the ghosl. Howsver, Leyland
assured us those problems were pol
impradanlative of tha EDls going to the
public

Tha rear windaws wouldn refroct either,
Bt that vass't (ke foulf af ibeeor . . . wa
discoversd after severcl days that the
turtny buriton on the dash wos the ety
o ride swiich!

Howaver, towords the end of cor tast
pragramnis, the ovaglood swilch cried
; h—whﬂuulllmr-hldmmm
he Dpaslibsn.

.m'n'hud;. feh Bed b moved bacauss
the n."l.tnu-'wﬂiﬂnning ducting in  the
madals sbaeurad

Ausiralinnspaeliicabion
i, Wiare is it Bebind the glovelhox
Biew to Howar with mhnndulilnmml
dear-loclking systom. inwhick all live docs
are simulrnssusly sasurad from either aof
1ha twn front doors, thus protecting against
tho risk of o doof being lafl onlocked. I1's
also o domn shghi eawier theen checking
them el individually |

D.Nigrmf Bache hoa clevarly concaived
an “ombidexirous” {aecia, which oon
used in sdther baft- or nght-hand form. The
passengar-sida oir venl doubles as ihe
mimsring-column aball, and tha instrament
binnaocke. likswiss, can be malmied 16 the
rigk! ar laft, depanding on tha markat
destination.

The nstrumants themsohres are legible
and, tn tha moin, positloned wall. The
lachamelar ond speedometer are directly
bohicd ihe siearing wheei and o vi=ikls
mast of 1he time, bat four lesser dials,
grouped fo the lal, are parliclly abesumed
by the aslightly-ractangular wheal. [n

articular, the gil-pressure goizge ond

ttary-pandition indlortor ore difficult to
S,

The contrels fellow in the Leylond
tredition al the wipsrs and waskers an the
laft-hond stesring.column stalk, with
indicatoea, rl'lilchilf‘:.ll. i hars an thie r:g-'h1
shalk, But in 1the Rover's cass, the lighting

mmﬁ.-a-il'ltl:h — a bard- !:lafl.nd |:E-=_|-ul_|a
dom't-kmow wheredoook {oggie. is clsn
miekinted on the sioering-column sumound,
next ihe right s2olk. e

A goggla of ﬂ"mmﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂg

Tha hhﬂrl:'—\r]min'n :wlh:tlll -:md thao
cigoretie lighter ore ﬂlu-n'bu-d. mezr ths
REendbrake on the centre consala,

Dince thedrlver unrlm-hﬂltmnlﬂ'lﬂd
tha fully-in airibinaier systom, il is
Q Aimp tt 1o diad your swn climate
in=ide the 501,
ﬁiﬂﬁaim-mhmulmim -

a tmpont on Europoan cors —
in hard 1o faalt, and we pastioulazly liked
tha foce-leval wants ditectly in fromi of the
driver and his passenger,

Additicnal vents in the sides of the
iraramiaslon anel direst bot air undar the
fron| seafs 1o the leet ol the passengens in
FLT %

A vary nlee louch i provided by the
side-window demisters which operoie by
maans af air dused inlo the front doors and
op by the gioss.

The lasgest hested mar window aver

Liad by British glass manuebzcturer
Tripiex iz fitted to the BD], bul Leyland
inaists it izn necessary bo have © rear
washer/'wipar duea to the "stay-clagn™
desbgn.

Tha tallgate, which g supported by
gas-filled struts, opans [liliing the pascal
shelf with i1} ta reveal a luggogs space of
subsioncor Whan tha -;]'-:l'la & lowered, he
parea| shell raturns with it, thus protecting
the contents of the booi orea from poying
oyes. Howaver, the shell can also be
mmoved lo moximisa Iugn_:|||:|gn waluna.

Tha near-covernoos |uggegs aees,
uphclsiered throughout ood occessible
through a wide apening vacaied by the
'JD:'A'IHQEHE Eith "dace”, ekes ar snareous
load. And U ikis lan't -Hr.l'b-ug!'l_ 1 he pecis =l
folds down in an insianl. doubling the
space avallchle, In fsst, & &ixdoabar oan
sirelch ouy and el A alizl-ave

Cimly thes high boot-lip mcre an otharwiss
aycallent arrongemeant.

Thie emallish BE-litre Fuol tank is tuckaed
away schaly cat of hamen's way, in lmanl of
tha rear axleand under tha back seat. Apart
from ollowing maee rasen bn the luggage
compariment [whare the ionks ore wsually
slatted], the posliloning ol the feel load.
law down amidships, means 1 has litila
ediect an the car's kbandling

COne af the Aover's many interesting
sofety ilems iz the Triplex Tan-Twanty
lamingiad windicsesn. which has besn
bonded inio ploce and acteolly carries a
proparlicn o body larsional stress land
claims a reduction of B8 parcent ik becial
Injurles ie Trontel collisions for the
thick-interiayer lominate

Ressreations about gqualily conteol aside,
the Hover is o e motor eor, and §i%s priced
oo ihe right side of 220,000, Iy abould lind o
comlcriable piche in it dactor of tha
mcrkot. in the same way that fegoaar and
Balmlar attres! bipars o the luxury-cor
cdlegary.

Bever la ready 1o cock o leg on ihosa
datroctars who bove judged Leyland oo the
basls of the Morico ond PTG . . o Sick ‘em
bay! |
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