UL TEST ROVER 3500
“Hattering but 1o deceive..”

Disdppointing performance makes the new Rover 3500 a lesser car
than we first thought, but in other ways it's impressive. Paul Har-
rington investigates.

SORRY FOLKS! You can cancel our supposi-
tion that Leyland's new Rover 3500 might
be the “Poor Man's Jaguar”.

Boy! Were we ever wrong!

Apart from a speedo that might just as
well not be there it's so inaccurate, the car
accelerates much more like a sick Kenworth
than a Jaguar.

It was a very big disappointment really as
we expected far better from a car of this
type. Unfortunately the ADRs and all the
weight of the luxury appointments have con-
spired to turn the Rover into a superbly luxu-
rious slug.

All this may appear a little unfair, and in-
deed, it hardly reflects well on the car's real
worth, it's just that it LOOKS so quick just
standing there in the roadway. It exudes a
subtle sophisticated vitality that just cries
out to be used. It flatters but to deceive.

That's just about the only real criticism we
have of the Rover following our extended
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road test. In all other respects we found it a
joy.

And while it may not flash up to cruising
speed in a rubber shredding burst of power,
once it gets there it becomes a fine, even
long legged touring car that consumes kilo-
metres quietly, safely and even greedily!

We described the car in detail in our last
edition, so here we will confine ourselves to
its utility and performance.

There are few cars in the Rover's class
that can boast so much useable space inside.
Even with the boot used as such, rear seat
room, with the front seats well back on their
runners, is approaching Ford LTD class. And
the seats themselves appear to provide ex-
cellent support in all areas, making for tire-
less long sittings at a time. Perhaps the
squab could be a touch wider front to rear.

Careful attention to internal coloring — all
in quiet soothing coded shades, has enhan-
ced the feeling of peace and tranquility,
even when the vehicle is moving at very high

speeds. For the nervous passenger, this ma-
chine is a true tonic. Hitting a curve at high
speed results in little more than a slight
amount of body roll, and those Michelin
tyres just track true all the way, literally as
though the car is on rails.

Though the suspension design is nothing
to get excited about, combined with the ef-
fectiveness of the tyres it provides the sort of
surefootedness reserved for high perform-
ance sports cars, rather than for luxury
models of this type. The same applies to
overall handling.

Power assisted rack and pinion steering
provides sufficient feel for the driver to know
exactly where he is going, and over rougher
surfaces there's even a measure of kickback
to let him know the car is alive. And alive it
feels — not lively, just alive.

It’s initial steering response is as good as
any we've driven, and the complete feel is -
there all the way to whatever lock is needed.
For such a long wheelbase chassis, it's un-



canny the way it can perform “U" turns
within the sort of space normally taken by far
smaller cars. .

For a car weighing 1428 kilograms, using
disc front and drum rear brakes, the Rover
stops exceedingly well too. A harsh pedal ap-
plication without any appreciation of the feel
in the system, gets the front left tyre chirping
a little in the final stages of an emergency
braking situation, but a major lock up doesn't
occur. Best of all, the whole rig stays nice
and straight throughout.

Lack of power is, at first, unconducive to
vigorous driving. It doesn’t take long to real-
ise, however, that the handling and road
holding are so far ahead of power output
that the car can be thrown around with gay
abandon, and without getting into the sort of
trouble that requires gobs of throttle for a
safe extrication.

On gravel, there's enough poke in "2 to
provide the required rear end power steering,
and this, combined with the feel of the front
wheels, results in steady but fast progress
over the rough. At lower speeds there's a fair
degree of impact harshness, but this lessens
as higher speeds are reached.

It's much. the same on bitumen. Where
the road is rough there’s a degree of suspen-
sion thumping through the car. As the speed
rises so the springs start doing their job bet-
ter. There's little actual road noise, it's just
the thump now and then.

Wind noise 1S a little bit of a problem

though. There seems to be a fair proportion
of this emanating from the leading edge of
the front windows. It appears to even out a
little at very high speeds, presumably as a
result of the aerodynamics guiding the
laminer flow clear of the cause.

YWhen we come to straight line perform-
ance, it's obvious how much the emmission
“"grot” has affected the Australian Rover
3500. Worse still. what we saw on the
speedo of our test car was around 10% out
so that, when cruising at an indicated 100
km/h, we were actually doing a very legal 90
km/h! Like the man said “Far out!”

Top speed at around 170 km/h is all you'd
want in these days of restrictions, but we
couidn’'t even equal Leyland’s zero to 100
km/h claims. Our best was 11.9 seconds —
0K, we suppose, but the appearance of the
vehicle suggests far better.

Far from impressive is the standing start
to 400 metres in 19.1 seconds.

Does the buyer in this $20,000 bracket
particularly want sparkling performance?
Probably not. If he did he'd almost certainly
spend a little more and go to Jaguar or one
of the other “Performance luxury” models.

It seems odd that in so many luxury cars
environmental controls tend to be on the
complicated side. The manufacturers in-
variably point out that this is in order to
obtain the maximum in flexibility for all occu-
pants, but we'd still like to see far simpler
operation of the heating, and ventilation sys-

tems. The Rover’s is not as bad as many, but
when you combine the normal controls with
a “hang on" Alpina air conditioning unit,
you've got quite a handful to sort out.

In Europe the air conditioning is fully in-
tegrated. For our rnarket though it's an
obvious hang on affair, detracting slightly
from the luxury look of the dash. It's effective
and one supposes it is considered better to
cater for cur climate than the original.

The stereo/cassette sound system works
well, but it can be tricky getting a cassette
out of the machine as it is sunk rather deeply
into the centre console. The radio is an
AM/FM type that does its job well.

Considering that the styiing of the Rover
was born around ten years ago as an ex-
ercise to update the Austin 1800, still with
front wheel drive, it has aged well. By
today’s standards perhaps it is a touch un-
fashionable with that high waist and minimal
side glass area, but the great expanse of
hatch glass, as well as the windshield, make
air conditioning a necessity in our summers

Its lines attract attention to be sure. While
novelty value is important here, it is our view
that the car will always be an eye catcher
wherever it goes. What a pity that its per-
formance figures are so much at odds with
its looks.

Of the six cars we see as competing with
the Rover in the luxury market, only two are
more expensive, these being the Peugeot
604 at $22,950 and the Citroen CX 2400 at
$21,775. The Peugeot performs in much the
same way as the Rover, albeit with a softer
suspension and more roll. The Citroen on the
other hand does a similar kind of job, but
does it through a wealth of technical com-
plication, and with front wheel drive.

Germany’'s Audi 5E is priced at $17,995,
but is a much smaller engined car that no-
netheless performs up to the same figures as
the Rover, and with front wheel drive.
Volvo's 265 with its V6 engine is far less
exciting than any of the others at $17,650,
but it still does much the same against the
clock, even it if does not exude the air of
exclusivity of its colleagues.

Local Australian offerings, the Ford LTD at
$16,602 and the Holden Statesman/Caprice
at $16,135, might suit some buyers as a
result of their lack of complication. But the
LTD also has a size advantage when it
comes to comfort. It has by far the greatest
amount of interior room of all the models,
but it is also less fuel efficient, and it takes
up a great deal of road space.

The Holden might be a little too small,
besides which it has a far less exclusive look
about it, even though it is still a nicely per-
forming luxury machine.

Although we didn’t originally include it in
our thoughts on comparison, mention must
be made of the Toyota Crown Super Saloon.
Cheap and well equipped, it is attractively
priced at just $12,671. But performance is
OUT, even though the ride is as good as the
rest and the noise level is minimat.

For those wanting a touch of luxury, but
without shattering performance, the market
is an interesting one with sufficient variety
for head scratching to go on for some time.
And for the Rover, many of the opponents
are tough ones. Which will suffer the most at
Leyland’'s hands?
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Aclion
Analusis

ROVERI3a

CAR PRICE | TESTED ENGINE: * Kk K
GEARBOX: * &k Kk %
PEUGEOT 604 $22.950 | SEPT. '77 BRAKES: * % * & *
CITROEN CX 2400 $21,775 — STEERING: * * Kk K Kk
AUDI 5E $17,995 | AUG. '78 RIDE: * K K K
VOLVO 265 $17.650 _ ROAD HOLDING: |  * % % %
an. 77 | | FEATURES: * k kK
FORD LTD $16,602 | JAN. e S RS
HOLDEN STATESMAN/CAPRICE $16,135 | FEB. 78 FINISH: T % %
TOYOTA CROWN SUPER SALOON | $12,071 | DEC. '78* [ | gyEpaLL. k% & &
*Road brief g
MODEL.......ccuinieicnrasaiiinnss Rover 3500 Ratios — VBB EIIESE s ssmic s v maiist s sz
" Front track........
MANUFACTURER......... British Leyland Ltd. RGAT Ak . o
'- : Turning circle (m)
BODY TYPE/SEATS......... FlveHzct):]:bsai?jg T 0t e L e s SCRE—— 3.08:1 Fuel tank capacity (litres).................. 65.9
BODY/CHASSIS:
COTSEUETION, v oo 55 6 o it e Unitary PERFORMANCE:
PRICE . chesnsimssnamsrnmmnsammvmonimn $19,995 Panel material............cooouiviieeaeii. Steel Speedometer error (km/h)
SUSPENSION: Indicated............... 60 80 100
ENGINE: Front......... Independent McPherson struts Yo {17 | T 54 73 90
LOGALION ¢ ¢oviu wss o s e s wveve s st imorei Rear:....:ooeouin Live axle, coil springs, four Maximum speeds in gears (km/h)
No. of cylinders. = links and transverse watts linkage, self levelling.
Capacity (B0, . e s g s s e 3528cc STEERING:
Bore and stroke (mm)............ 89.9x71.1 Type......... Power assisted rack and pinion
Block....c.ooovviiiiiiinnn. .. Aluminium BRAKES: !
HEad,: o o commins v ss s wavms vsmne » Aluminium T o el el Divided hydraulic system
Valve gear Pushrod overhead valve power assisted
(3] [1]s11o] o PRI PR Twin side draught ETOTTEIN - o B B o Mol o0 e o Disc
SU carburettors BB v oo eovs wmuie s oo <SS B SR S i Drum 120 km/h
Compression ratio.............ocooieninns 9:35:1 WHEELS AND TYRES: Acceleration from 60 km/h to —
Max. power (KW/bhp).......... o 102/161  Wheeltype.................. Cast alloy “sports.” e E L
at 5000 rpm Diameter/rim width (in)..................... 14/6 Standing stz?rt to 400 metres —
Max. torque (Nm/ft Ibs)............... 245/181 Tyre make/type... ..o Michelin Elapsed time.............ooooonn 19.18
at 3000 rpm DIMensionS s v canes s s wi 195/70 HR 14 Terminal speed (km/h).................. 114
DIMENSIONS: Braking — 110 km/h to rest (average)
Weltht (k@) o co s wwmms svsivs sowisa s o THIE rouons Sorai s swee ov SR waewi i siets G4 B S 6 57 m
TRANSMISSION: ) LBRGEH, (PRI e o s e s st 4698 Fuel consumption (litres per 100 km/mpg)
Type....... SRR Three speed automatic Width DB NBEA i svrss s s s mcens e 17.6/16
Shift location................. Centre console Height Driven normally............ocoooi. 14.4/19.6

*Performance figures recorded using SILICONIX ET 100 digital stop watches from Smiths Industries
P/L, Technical Sales Division, 132 Bank Street, Melb. 3205. d
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