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Neavy Gers

Poor man's Jaguar?

It ook far too long for the Rover 507 o arrive in Aosirafia.
Now ' here Leviand hopes to sell around 1 500 o vear.

ROVER 3500

Poul Harrington has the story.,
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CNCE DUBBED “The poor man's Falls Ray-
£d” Rever products in bygone days akways
ke the reputotion for fine gquality, but thaey
alsn had & slightly musty aic obout Tham
Though often dEplaying  intenasting
inovative featurea, they néwer gave the
Imprassion of Mg your frue excilement
mackines.

{d coures 8 gread desd has changed ower
tha vaars, Raver @triding out indo the * Mavaer
nivar land with all scris of eaperimengal
idaas, nol thea least of which was tha gas tur-
hing <@ program, With the introdsction of
thae SDT Royer 3500, the comparmy hes
craafad sompthing which carmot be called
LSSy O ceicli ey

It's comenenafional o rsosi respects, but is
soll. A cul alened 1he normm. snd seemingly
one of the mare inspiring products 1o come
out af tha Britigh molar Bdasiry in recem
wRATE.

Perhaps it can ey b desiribed now as
"The poor man's agid”

Its ocaly & peEty I ook 80 kong 10 meech Oz,

A 1.5 million BT faot F160 million
tactory was bullt 81 Sofhull pspacially 1o
manulacture tha Revar 3500, wsing many of
the lataat production Echakues. The car
Iesel was desigred by 8 thres man team;
Sparcer King, David Bache, arsd kA Liayd
Thair affors were dectad a1 making the car
a8 girple ss safe and s economical B2 pos-
fadiln

An & as Ewrope is concarned, they cae-
riginty achieved a great deal, the Roves 3500
winning & “Car of tha Year Award. ~ 1ha "Don
Selely Trophy,” the “A& Gold Muodal” snd

the "Style Auto Sward ™ all In s firs year of
dxiglmnce

In secondary safety this model followa the
traditiorm: started by the Aowver 2000 mnprg
yaare pgo. Energy abscebion has bean in-
corporaied i the sdes of tha monoonome
atructure for protection In side impacts. 36
winll ag heasd an nccidons whore progeasive
erymple comes info play. The Teal pump is
Firtesd with o cut off chat miales Tl fassy in ke
wrent of an accidon

Interior design has produced olemry of
anergy pbsoring matarial arownd tha catin
aven the cemre of the stessing whaa bairg &
large craeh pacd

A Trglea Ten Twenty laminated wirdd-
shinld ig fitted, 1his teming to smooth pow
dnry consEtsncy in @n accident, rather than
shinflaing inlo sharp pieces. Mormal stone
Impacrs merely chip the surface slightly, fur-
thisrimang, | can oopes casly with bead im
paCTs, Giving sufficiertty far tha head 1o b
rataimds] inaicka the car,

Primary salety on iho passive gdo ks ca-
tarad For by neat side window demisting
Wi el wipess and electhic washes and
BEMRNOF PAAr vievy mimmors elther side. boih ot
#which are adfustable by remole condrol. Tha
aharply raked rear window hoas g heater ol
Malnil i i, B o wiper &8 s angle makes i
gaff cleanirg dos 1o airfiow

'ﬂﬂklﬂg a0 BvEn Ghedler ciRbribution fo
primary satety &ra high standards of mad
haolding and braking

Curablity shoulds't B toe miuch of a
problem for owners 88 he undsside b
cosied with o bltumen based matedal, the

steed lower sills ane winc coated and the
whaole car is finishad in a high graca the o
alastic paind. The body sills themsddease arg
flzo pressure vorddated by air Hew im ordar
10 presvent rust bresding malsian from Dairg
trdpped within

The exhaust system is aluméniaed

Anzisting with bottar mantanance will ba
the diagnostic phug poing vwihich can be Enked
ug with o diagnostic machens shan hasng
serviced, i ordsr 10 monitor engine -
ficiency

It's hand oo &know whiern 100 Star sisan
Iryirg 2o describe the Rowver's many Teatisnes
It's a veritable " 'Pandom’s Boe™ of gismos o
b surn

Interar wim o Drushed vadaor s sump-
funus vet regiraened, wheln the most impo-
sing thing abawd the view from the driving
deai s the vasiness of the dashbosed. li's
lik= #n eniarged version of that fithed tp the
Triumph TRT7., necessitated by the wvery
shiarp swespbeck of the windshisld. Tha
midin AEtraman] Ehesis tends o look a Fitle
n aftarthought though, a bisck oo
mduntad on top af the dach.

Bayarsl rhe rather add square Stesrng
whaal. & wery comprebansive ssl of in-
Glrgmanfation i sasiy  regd. Benks of
mittana Tar othar Tunctions toke § littks ao-
Imp cwt, but it all falls into place ouickhy.

lihg

Tar 1he lal af the mdin inElrument pansl
thars's & groap ol amall disls maniesing fusl,
bamery conditagn, of predsure and el
ramparaiune. Ta tka right af thaen thara's the
220 km'h spesdomater, compleoe with 1rip
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Nawy Gars

Pirs mhowd Ehawe Dy modern folerior and
particuforly, the Fear teat room. The
harekbark Eives paod lugppage space, even
mary 3% wien the rear el 5 foided desen.
Ll adher 1A Bsined rhougdh, thimgr are some
witar mory rorplivaled,

mater. Thia is separnted from the TOOD rpm
tachameter by an air verni Ta the far nght of
the paned i5 the sis butbon madule looking
dlighi selectinin, hazard
warning Bghie snd the like

Bpavingy cokimn stalk conircds gre Tor (e
wagher wiper system {laftl and the di
Indicaie head

Tha cantia af rf
by iha pir cardlipoosr ougler
quadr clock oved Bivwsrde e passni

&g, A cenfre corscle houses the Chanan
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Elddcy Cuaastie player AMNFM radho, Danaath
which goe Tha pormmal heales demister seler
eore. Bahired the asigmatic gaarnox T-buar ara
lseabad the aleciris window conbrals

Hult imma the diooe Armiradbd are the door
flpdans as ‘well as & camiral lock-gal Esch
tisor aleo has s own dacs lock = the foem of
& riched swikch

Firim Byt wery coemiprtabls seais gre well
Fewimasd] 10 fit the body closely, with plenty ol
lurnbar gupporl. Altkough there s cantrod for
aEling tha squiab o and fro. &5 well 85 reclin-
ing the BAack, 1hera's ho seat hesghl sdjusi-
g

T tailes the drnving posfion o indindos
nissrla, the steering whesl can ba sheced
Dot los saie ard for atsering colurmn langth
Thn locing eondywy s logaled v 5 ben ghoye
Thil deiears kibes, thig almosl maiching the
large bein gen tha Wnoa] passenger sde

Even with the front seats exterded ress-
wirds on theeer runners, rear s=at cassEngery
nawe plenty of kg roam. There's snough Tor
fhres across the reas with sase. For just 1w,
n cemtra] anmrest adds even more bo comiont

Widn apaning doeors maks sncry and exdt
simple snd wncomplicatsd, Just ans ol the
many anfety featurns of the Bowar s the nesd

vaarmang Bghvia fated 1o the frans doors. Thase
Hgng Jp 1ME moment the door & opengd, to
Wl D -Eodmiig Fattioe
DEnsagn apaca M s @no peces can B
faiamd anrwsa e Thin i the: dashbaard
an the pasesnger & @de Texturgs 8 WHls
apesh surrounded by a lip o prevent Hhings
Frgim shadling] Dpckwards undor acoaleration
e acldfion thams arp small Mouldings in 16
anthe Dongale or Cigarerie pockess and tha

L]

In desigrang lugaegs capacity, the Rover
people Sppear 1o have driwn ediensivaly on
the Racaull 16 Tha largs raar Ratch ooens
@asily snd M countar-balanced on a gair af
gas strute. A Rght walght akall which hides
itams in tha bt from public wigw, iNs with
the ketch, and this can aaaily be ramoead if
Dy ibemEs &e 10 B8 caried, In placs
hsaiagh. it has meulded lipa all roursd 6
w30 1hings from rolling about,ghould thiey ba
paced on what bocomes ihe roar pasceld
shall whan fs kaich B closad

Once the shall has Baen ramaved, the reer
seals can be Todded Nar 19 provide & wery
lsnge carryirg araa indesd, The apars whael
and ool are Elusted Berssth the oo of
1hi Boat. an ared which can #led be used for
high sscurity bits and pisces Should il ba re-
guirsd, Tha anly drawbeck owith the boot
appeare V6 b= the rathes high loading lip.

BAcceks o 1the engine compartment s
the sasiesi. once the hood relesss hos been
located Inside the driver’'s side locker bin
Tha haod fses to the front. befing supporied
on two small neat gas struts The com-
partmant lksell s Weraly pached with engine
arel ancilliaries, inciuding the =ops to our
ADR 27a raquitamonds. 4l one has ba
sasurng that the home handyman waon't be
doing & great deal of woek on this, so
pehapd that's the dealers woary,

Far Australia, the 114 EWe ol the Eu-
ropasn enginge fade dway 13 102, whils the
268 Nm far Burope ahfink 1o 245 here The
local engine has & compréksion fatia of
B.13:1 s well, rsibher than 1he other motor’s
9.25:1. Still. the performance. though shag-
gish initialby, ig suFficent for the job in hand

Iva the same OldsmobileBuick ohgineed
alaiminfam wunt &6 Bied 1o the ofd Howver
A500. driving Minoigh a Borg Warmar G5
fhren spead gutoematic iransmizsion, Htted &
standard, o Australlan spocification cars

Suspension af the rear s by & Ive axle
which is ool sprung and locsted through four
lengiudingl Enks amd & transverss Walls
lirksge. This set-up appean: quite afegiie in
pelling the powar to the moad with 8 man-
imwm of fuss. sithough it can hop aroundd a8
litile on rougher sufacss,

From susperdion is by MoPhsrgon ginrs
thees allowing a fine fuming drcle of 104
meires which s paniculsly good for A
whaslbass of FEZ0 rnm (longas 1hen & Fal

gy,
Porwsi asistad brakes are 258mm discs

&1 the Tronl with druma Gt the redr, e
syatam baing Auegmantad By 8 ComaarEato
valya & preval el lock o aspecially
whiih the braked are oold

Aack ard pinlon steering is power assist-
.

& raiher beautifully styled body immedi-
ately creains a great deal of inferest in the
car. Peopis find i hord to beliswe that s &
Rowesr, most assuming it's o Cibogn v some
ather Europoan continentsd marous

With an automatic chokea fmed, S1aing
tha Z50 ie nd proablam. tha alloy VH ranning
i Sk limgily aintll weaemmisd s, alibdasgh
with littde of mo moian. Moving the cenboa
T-tar thraigh the "R, "N TD Seiens
rin(pal ek litthe wPMloet, haredly fall notche s indic-
ating each mdvie Retuming 1ha lever i far
WiEE foEdive &i theda's Wt of Ao Tesl &
each position & angaged. It meqguires o gueck
ok dosm io anaule the e (& 88 thie reght
shoir

A1 fired 1he powser stearing sesms 1o Lok
feel, Afiar anly 8 short whils however, the
drivars gengitivity &djusts and he is then able
10 angdy pupert preacsion. Inilial resporse s
sacellant. aggisted greatly by the siesl radial
Firaili Cinturafo tyres of 196 wickh These

sre fitted to cast alloy wheals which willbe a
stancdard featwe of the Movers sold in
Bustradin,

Wie undersiand that peoduction modsl
will arrive Mted with Michelin tyres as stan
dard fhowgh

The precision of the staarimg is com-
parmenied well by the car's madholding
deapite an apparently long whosibasa. Drv-
irg] around Sydney's Double 8oy and Vau-
tluss sreas. il ook the swiichbeok cosmiers
mntily on a steady line and could be pleced
eacily where reguired. This was made a8
littia wncanny by the almast complets ek of
bady mall.

The fial nde has o few drewbacks though
Tha ride is firm ond over proncunced trans-
verss ridges there's & massure of mpact
Farghness, Even so. all this sarees B0 provide
8 sporting feel o ihe car rather than ihe
winllowe o et from o many kuxyry machines.

fraking is precise too. Thers's plemy of
feel in the pedal for noemal showing down
plus lois of power in the brakes for & rapid
stop Fom high speed wheen necossany

Moiss levels throwghout ono weny kow, oedy
g Wifle wirsd roise coming through §he
windlene syt ndds.

Crvéerdl| wisibilty is surprisingly good whan
the high waist Bne of the body is token into
fapaiclaraiion

It tends bo be & Bittle difficult 1o judgo the
axtrarmilies Thowgh, the noss dalling away as
1 dlowme &t the frand and the rear being so far
#ravm the driving seat. Even so the wow tothi
regr penerslly B pgood despite the steed
angle ol the rear glass.

Lighting up time roguires The myamseni
of & small switch on the steerdng colummn, fol-
Icayed by the light selection oo tha il
ravle=t] bank of buttons to the rght of tha in
slrument panel. & large sheostor wheel o
the right ol the paned regulaies instrumani
lightirg infensiy.

Halogen headlights have o good speasd
&nd gn full beam a sultable Ange for the per-
foamance af the car.

O tha matisr of performance, most af tha
mitial driving was in and around Swvdney
wilh Efle opporfunity o tekos figures. Ac
gording to Leyland howewer, 18.0E seconds
should b 1ks mark for the stsnding 400
mptras, Wosther with 8 oero 10 100 km'h
tis of 11.7 ssconds. They're talking af a
180 bk fon speed

As we said eafiar, i@'s only a pity the
Rovar 3500 ook 40 lohg geting o Austra
la. Mow I1's karg hosavar, we predict 1hat it
will hawe & raady marks? Amangst the lumany
sot, despiie @ rathar high piece tag.

Laylarel Aumiralas i locking af the sale of
araund 150X winilg & yaar, and o the car iz as
durabla and gannceable dnder our conditicns
fif it good leoking., # should be anather
BuccHaa abory 1G add to those alresdy written
by 1 Taarm an 1he ravilalised Layléand Aust-
ralia HOJ |
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