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The same gearbox in two vastly different
cars makes for an interesting comparison.
The results show there isn’t much between

a five-speed Rover and a TR7, both
blue-printed to factory specifications, in
acceleration times and in sporting appeal.

HEN LEYLAND engineering
supremo Spen King launched his big car for the seventies and
eighties, the Rover 3500, he stressed the car offered refinement
rather than innovation.

“Some men may well compare the new Rover with the old P6
series and say that it is not so ‘technical’ in its specification. This
is absolutely true, and it is quite deliberate,” he said. The man
behind a string of Rover designs, including the gas turbine cars
and the Range Rover, went on to say too many people set great
store by impressive specification and engineers tended to enjoy
themselves using complex solutions to achieve design
requirements.

“On this one we had to use more subtlety and more intensive
development to get equally impressive results from a simpler
design which would offer easier servicing, better reliability and
generally better cost-effectiveness,” Spen King said.

Though the Rover five-speed gearbox wasn’t standard equip-
ment in the 3500 onits introduction in Australia it was a sig-
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nificant feature on the British models,
and Spen King could just as well have

been talking about it when he outlined the
simple sophistication of the car. As an
object lesson in the advantages of
simplification, the Rover five-speed gear-
box we now get in the 3500 and the
Triumph TR7 stands alone. It not only
works well-with one WHEELS road-
tester dubbing it “... one of the world’s
great gearboxes”—but it is technically
innovative in its simplicity.

We drove a five-speed Rover 3500 not
long after its local introduction late last
year and the TR7 has been no stranger to
WHEELS but the two cars in our photo-
graphs were different. We drove the cars
side-by-side to compare identical gear-
boxes in vastly different cars. But there
was more involved. The cars themselves
were special, with both revelling in the
extra power available from blueprinted
engines to factory specifications. The hor-
sepower advantages of both engines over
their showroom counterparts will become
obvious when you see their performance
figures alongside those of the standard
cars (even in the wet!) but for the moment
we'll stick with the common gearbox.

Right: Blue on
blue: Inside, the
D & Dcaris
Sully retrimmed
and fitted with
extras galore.

respectable
| hot rod

THE MORE you drive Rover 3500s the
more you can’t help but like them. You
have to like them for their rakish styling,
their nice steering, and that enchanting
V8 engine. But there are always people
who want more; people who want their
Rover 3500 to be their Rover 3500.
Sydney-based car customiser Design
and Development has taken the Rover
and re-worked it to come up with a
further development of what is already a
fine car. You'll know D & D if you read
WHEELS because the company did the
special Commodore we featured in
August 1979, when it was called Trick
Pick-Ups. The Rover in our photographs
was a promotional vehicle for the 1980
Sydney Motor Show which became the
basis of a limited series car available
through some dealers. The car can be
bought as the D & D Sports Tourer,
though it is worth mentioning Leyland

Below:D & D
Sports Tourer
Rover with the
works.




T':e dmplicin in Rover’s gearbox is in

uses Tlmken taper roller bearmgs
throughout, for both main and layshafts
for the first time in a production pas-
senger car. These bearings allowed the
neers to build a smaller gearbox and,
czuse they are standard units, they are
heap to buy and to service. In fact, the
shaft bearings are used as front
bearings on the 3500, and the
aft bearings are used on the front
of other Leyland cars and on

The gearbox was developed for the
er 3500 but underwent extensive tes-
in Leyland’s V8- engmed TR7 rally
—=r before it surfaced in the bigger car.
’_:e rally car proved a good test bed
seczuse its 212 kW and 333 Nm made the
sver 3500 production car’s 115 kW and
:. Nm (in English spec) look tame.

The result is as close to a racing gear-
~o= in a production car as you're likely to
w—at least in a four-door production
nyway. It even comes close in the
%7 o unseating the established sports
c=r gearboxes of high repute.
is a gearbox so quick and so satis-

fying you can enjoy it in traffic as much
as you do on the open road. The pattern
itself is unusual in that reverse is up and
alongside first. When you’ve accustomed
yourself to the box changes can be rapid-

fire, with the change from fourth to fifth-

one of the best there is. Take your time
selecting first rather than reverse and it
is plain sailing.

Though fifth is taller in the TR7 than
in the Rover (0.83 vs 0.79), the first four
gears are identical (3.32, 2.09, 1.40 and
1.00). The TR7 also gets the higher final
drive ratio (3.9 vs 3.08 to 1). So com-
parisons between the two cars become
even more interesting.

With its blueprinted engine and rapid-
fire gearbox the Rover becomes a much
more interesting car than its automatic
counterpart. The Bilsteins, Pirelli P6s and
Compomotive alloy wheels as fitted to the
test car all contribute to a car to stir your
blood. It lifts up its sizeable skirts and
goes when and where you want it to and
it hangs on at exciting limits. And all the
while there is the burble of a beast when
you back off to remind you of touring car
racers and nicely-worked small V&s.
However, the standard manual 3500

o't cover many of the parts under war-

hie car in our photographs features
~oet1 alloy wheels, Uniroyal ER 60 H15
Ly customised pinstriping and paint-
variable rate springs and Decarbon
i.ock absorbers, headlight covers,
==l fully reclining buckets front and
1stomised pure wool trim on the
ing, doors and pillars, wool car-

is the Pioneer sound system which
graphic equaliser, separate
23 FM radio and separate cassette

=r. a Prince on-board computer,
Sacar Intercept detector, Bionaire 300
and AWA Carphone. Engine
acations are said to lift power output
51 kW to 82 kW.

_' e package in the Motor Show car,
rovals, the sound system, on-board
er, radar detector, ioniser, engine
ations and rear Scheels don't
oo andard on the car you can buy.
2= than Scheel buckets in the back,
i retrims the original back seat to
== s=me finish as the front buckets.

The man behind D & D, Milton
l=<light. i1s more than happy with the

ENSET

wanted to take an ordinary car
-.' see what we could do with it,” he says.

»=sn 't happy with the back of the car
1 jmed at ways of changing its
D ance: if a car doesn’t look right it’s
because of the vertical lines in its
s ing. We added some horizontal lines
with the paintwork, pinstriping and even

on the tail lights and I think the overall
effect is more successful than the stan-

dard car. = )
We drove the car in its show trim and

were warned beforehand the Uniroyal
tyres were too big for the Rover and were
on the car for display purposes only. We
tried it anyway and quickly reached the
same conclusion: good enough tyres but
big enough to foul the guards. Though
the car didn’t have much urge away from
the line, everything started to happen
after 3000 rpm and the Rover put on a
good turn of speed to cross the standing
400 metres in 18.05 seconds.

The Momo steering wheel is a good
addition in that it immediately gives the
driver a more sporty impression of the
car. It even works well on the move,
though long-time 3500 drivers will find it
unusual at first. The on-board computer
is for patient drivers who need more than
the road to keep them occupied, and the
Carphone is a great idea, though
somehow not a promise fulfilled; you
can't ring an office building or private
number from the car but must pass a mes-
sage through a central control, more like
a CB system than a telephone.

If you are keen to buy a D & D Sports
Tourer Rover at “ ... something under
$30,000”, you can talk to Regency
Leyland, Hornsby, NSW, Dave Johnson
Motors, North Fremantle, WA, or Regent
Motors, South Melbourne, Victoria.

As an example of one-upmanship in a
car that already turns heads, this is the
car that makes customising respect-
able. O

_seat-of-the-pants

doesn’t have the performance expected of
such a car and requires lots of revs and
throttle travel to give of its best. The
problems of 27A are responsible.

The Rover still understeers but at
heady limits thanks to the combination of
Bilsteins and the incredible P6s. The
steering is still “nervous” at 2.8 lock-to-
lock until you become used to it, then it
becomes second nature and just about
every other steering system feels heavy.
Brakes have plenty of feel and the pedal
is at the right height for effective heel-
and-toeing. Which reminds us that the car
needs a dead pedal. In a Rover 35007
That’s right, in a Rover 3500.Peter Robin-
son hinted at the sporting potential of the
Rover when he tested it jn its automatic
form and bemoaned the fact that, at that
time, we wouldn’t get the truly sporting
five-speed. This is the car he asked for.

Not only is the gearbox good, its ratios
are well chosen. First is good for 66 km/h
and second, third and fourth follow at
well-spaced intervals, with fifth a true
overdrive. And all the while the 3.5-litre
V8 pulls strongly. The engine is tractable
beyond all expectation. At one stage we
held the Rover at 500 rpm in first gear and
it was still happy to sit at around 30
km/h.

Though the TR7 wasn’t as flexible as
the Rover, its blueprinted engine, Bil-
steins, Pirelli P6s and genuine Mini-Lite
wheels make it a desirable property. Like
the Rover, it has a throaty burble on the
over-run, and like the Rover it hangs on
tenaciously.

The Rover we drove won its sporting
limousine reputation through its perfor-
mance but the TR7 we drove wore its
claim to sports car notoriety on its sleeve.
From its Mini Lites to its Mario Andretti
signature Momo steering wheel to its
UFO number plates the TR7 promised
potency. It even had the “real” sports car
bits, like a sunroof and dead pedal for
your clutch foot.

On the strip, albeit the rain-soaked
strip, there was nothing between the two
cars. On the road, there was a world of dif-
ference, with the Triumph a snarling,
sports car  with
surprisingly neutral handling. If you
want understeer you enter the corner
early and drift wide on the exit. If you
want oversteer you enter late and balance
the car on its throttle as you grab fistfuls
of the fat, little Momo wheel and feel the
tail bite under acceleration.

While the brakes were spongier than
those in the Rover, the Triumph had
plenty of stopping power. Both cars have
discs at the front and drums at the rear,
with the Rover getting the bigger units
all-round, of course. Hard braking in
anything but a straight line could upset
the Triumph, however, and its attempts
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Close encounter
with a UFO
near the beach

CLOSE encounters of the Sydney Kind:
“There was a sudden roar from behind, a
flash of green light and then this wedge-
shaped object disappeared ahead of us,”
our excited correspondent reported.

«At first we were terrified, not willing to
believe our eyes, but we travelled onwards
to see if it would come back.

«A few miles up the road, the same thing
happened; a roar from behind, a flash of
green light and a wedge-shaped object
disappearing into the distance.

«Tt was definitely a UFO. My companion
and I have no doubts.”

So you have never believed in UFOs?

Well, Perspective can tell you they are
alive and well and occupying Sydney’s
northern beaches.

Travelling up to Palm Beach last
weekend, our correspondent was passed
twice by a low-flying, green object.

At first, he could not identify it, but on
closer examination it proved to be a
Triumph TR-7 sports car in British racing
green.

And its number plate? UFO-005, of
course.

Left: The stumpy Momo wheel in the TR7 is sportier than the standard

wheel. The h ; ; .
il Bl gearchange knob in the Triumph is squatter than the Rover’s

Bottom left: Who, us?
Below left: Our Mister Gribble pleads gui Lot
. guilty to piloting the UF
szhterflfhd tZe man from The Weekend Australian gthe UFO that
clow: The driver’s department in the Rovey , ]

skt wma eyl over 3500 centres around the slick
Top rzglf t: The Rov.er’s gt?od-looking Compomotives shod with Pirelli P6s
Belou‘) right: Genuine Mini-Lites on the TR7, also shod with Pirelli P6s '
Far rtzight: TheD & D.Sports. Tourer Rover gets Gotti alloy wheels. The
offending (read, too big) Uniroyals weve fitted to the show car only.







