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A single component change. has transformed .the
sleek Rover 3500 V8.

The part is a newly
available fivespeed man-
ual transmission, and it’s
in this form that Austra-
lians are getting their
first real look at the car
behaving the way its
designers intended.

The improvement to
the Rover is another
example of just how im-
portant the transmission
is to a car, even though
few buyers ever consider
it.

This single component
can determine the car’s
character, or even its
comfort and refinement,

Buyers choose between
automatic and manual,
three, four or five-speed
on previous experiece and
preference with rarely a
thought for how well the

particular  gearbox does
its job.
Yet it's a fact than

many cars are “sweeter”
with an automatic, which
can soak up much of the
harshness and vibration
transmitted through the
driveline.

In a few cases like the
- Rover’s, however, an auto-
matic can rob the car of so
much performance or pre-
cision that it loses its or-
iginal character or appeal,

In the Rover’s case,
Awmstralian Design  Rules
are fo blame for a dra-
matic drop in perform-
ance — and the automat-
ic transmission, standard
oa our cars, compounded
the problem.

The local 3500s accel-
- and  responsi-
dropped to about
! of the British
mmark=ss 2 3-Jire version.
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ticularly sluggish in
drive, although accelera-
tion can be substantially
improved by holding it in
the gears and manually
downshifting for over-
taking.

The $21,995 five-speed
is a much better prop-
osition; its good spread
of ratios and slick change
have restored much of
the responsiveness and
sportiness I enjoyed when
I first drove the 3500 in
England in 1976.

The pollution controls
still knock about 20 per
cent of the power off the
top, with a similar fuel
economy penalty, over
the British car but- the
manual allows what’s left
to be used more efficiently.

The five-speed Rover
is much more lively
around fown, and its
highway behaviour is also
improved.

It cruises quieter and
faster and, with the over-
drive  fifth, will lope
along at relatively high
speeds  without  strain.
Fuel economy is
improved up to 20 per
cent on the highway,
compared to around 10
per cent in town,

The wind-cheeting
shape adds to ts open
road performance, yet
allows an  enormously
practical interior layout.
“Boot” space under the
gas strut-supported rear
hatch is large, and the
seat can be folded down
to give station waggon-
style cargo capacity.

“able

A low rear seating‘
position, however, makes
it a little uncomfortable

for children. over long

distances, as they can't

see over the sill line,
Equipment levels are

high, although the dash-
board’s tidy modular lay-
out can disguise the fact.
Standard items include
power  steering, power
windows, central  door
locking, air-conditioning,
stereo radio/cassette
system, and multi-adjust- |
seat and steering |
column,

The local air-condi-
tioning units fitted in the
past (and subject to some
criticism) are being
dropped, with factory in-
tegrated systems taking
their place — a good
move, as the Rover’s big
glass areas demand a
high cooling  capacity
during a Sydney summer.

The Rover’s suspension
system can also be criti-
cised on a few counts, al-
though none of them is
too severe.

. While it is generally a
capable and balanced
tourer, it understeers a
little too easily when |
pushed and ‘the rear is in- |

clined to bounce on|
bumpy corners.
The power  steering |

system is a shade too |
light and perhaps too di-
rect, with only two and
three-quarter turns lock- |
to-lock, which emphasises |
the understeer problem.L
The light, direct steering |
and the 10.4-metre turn- |
ing circle, however, make
it easy to handle around
town.



