THE CAR THEP76
HAVE

The people at Ley-
land wlj:mip when !.'C?u
mention the P76 and
the new Rover 3500
V& in the same breath,
because one i5 a re-

minder of past dis-
asters and the otheer
their hope for the
future.

- Yet the cars age alike
in many ways.

. Like the Australian-
designed P76 — which
went out of production in
the Leyland collapse of
1974 — the new Rover
has an aluminivm alloy

VB engine, strut froat
suspension, and a  live
axle with c¢oils ai the
rear.

Both  have  wedpge-
shaped bodies.

Both are  relatively
simple cars which follow-
ed complex and uncon-

ventional models,
In the case of the P76,

it followed the front-
wheel-drive Austin Tas-
man amd Kimberley
series, while the Rover
succeeded the PG ranmge,
which had such odd
features as a cranked
front suspension system,
de Dion rear end and

bolt-on body panels.

In market appesil, how-
ever, the mo<dels are as
alike as the classic sam-
ples of chalk and cheese.

e P76 was intended
to be Leyland Awvstralia’s
weapon o counter Hol-
den-Falcon-Valiam SUC-
cesses in the days when
those models dominated
sales.

Muking such a car was
an  enlerprise  Leyland
couldn’t afford, and the
multi-million dollar  cost
was & burden that put the

company out of local
manufaciure.
Had the P76 been

to coatinue, it
could well have develop-
ed into a car like the new
Rover.

The coupe wversion of
the P76, the Force Seven |

batch
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It means the model —
which won the Europen
Car of the Year Awurd
on its release in 1977 —
should have had the
early-bugs ironed out of
its system,

The new Rover seems
to have been relativel
free of major troubles al-
though, on visits 1o Eng-
land, [ have heard of
owners  complaining of
rusting and rattles.
~ Happily. those tarnish-
ing wrinkles appear 1o
have been ironed out of
the car.

Part of the reason for
the Rover's success lies in
the fact that it is & simple
car.

Beneath  that  striking
body is a fairdy rudi-
mentary specification; by
the standards of many
luxury cars,

It is a classic example
of a conventional design
being polished into refin-
ement by clever engineer-
ing.

The engine is the well
known 3.528.ditre  alumi-
nium V§,

That, of course, was
the motor  originally
de:-:ned by Oldsmobile
in the USA, and used by
Jack Brabham and Repco
1o win a couple of world
championships in  the

mid-1960s,

It has powered a
variety of Rover models,
including the Range-
Rover, and was the basis
for the 4.4 litre P76
engine.

Its age, however, is mo

disadvantage, for the
lightweight engine is still
the envy of most car
makers, who can't afford
the cost of  swilching
from their  traditionsd
cast-iron motors,

The engine deve
102 kW — 13 kW ll?;:
than the British version
because Britain has less
stringent pollution laws,

Maximum power s
developed at the relative-
Iy high figure of 5000
rpm, 50 the motor is
designed 10 be  worked
hard

Only  automatic  ver-
sions are being brought
to Auwvstralia & the mo-
ment. The unit iz the
Borg-Warner 65, which
has thres speeds.

Leyland - may  bring
manual models if there is
a demand.

The brakes are a con-
troversial feature, for the
Rover  designer  Spen
King abandoned his pre-
vious use of four discs o
g0 for a disc-front, drum-
rear gel-up,

He justifies the use of
drums at the rear for sev-
eral reasons.

They allow a simpler
hand brake mechanism,
they are smooth in opera-
tion, and they dont have
to handle the heavy loads
of the front brakes.

And, of course, they
are cheaper,

The suspension uses
MacPherson  struts  and
an anti-roll bar at the
front, and a live axle
with coil spring and
damper units at the rear.

The rear axle is lo-
cated by radius rods,
with transverse location
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by a Watts linkage. Ride
levelling units are fitted.

The -car is 4.698m
long, 1.768m wide and
1 3§-Im high. It has a

wheelbase of 2.815m and
ground clearance  of
155mm.

The trning circle is
10.4m.

Although the car is im-
ported, & number of
features are added in
Australia,
~ They include the side
intrusion panels in  the
doors — which must add
considerably to costs —
and the air-conditioning
system, which iz a stand-
ard fitting on the local
muodel.

]

Other  standard  item:
include central door lock
ing, electrically operated
windows, tinted side and
rear glass, brushed-nylon
seat  coverings, cut-pile
carpets,  and  AMSFM
radio and cassette player
safety lights on the from
doors, childproof rew
door locks, halogen head
lamps and a Triplex Ten-
Twenty laminated wind-
screen.

The Rover will acceler-
ate from 0-100 kem/h in
11 seconds and cover a
standing-start 400m in 18
seconds.

On my test, the car
gave 1B litres/100 km, or
165 mpg. but the test
course was severe, with a

couple of  mountain
passei 10 negoliate.
1 also drove the car

harder than the average
ownér; a figure around
12 litres/100km, or 24
mpg, should be possible

under ordinary touring
conditions.
The Rover iz ex-

Exrogean Car of the Year when it was lounched,

ceplionally  comfortable,
and roomy.

The  secals are  well
shuped and .the interior!
gives a feeling of spa- |
ciousness which i
remarkable in a car with
such sleek lines.

Head and leg room are
far above average,

Back-seat PASSENRErS
enjoy a3 comfortable a
ride as those in front, al-
though forward wvision is
limited by the tall head-
rests,

Instruments  are  con-
tained in a flift-out pod,
which rests on the dash-
board like an  afler
thought,

It's not, of course. but
a picce of modular design
which looks either good
or bad depending on the
colour  scheme.  Some
models | saw have black
instrument modules  res- |
lli;[n_: . on_“ beize  facias,
which will make 3
who care shom cmﬁlm
moan with distress.

The gond point about
this arrangement iz that
ll}: driver pgets a clear |
view of all essential in-!

siruments, i
The ride s good, al-
though not  exceptional

for a car of this price.
Handling is safe. The
car can be driven quickly
aleng tricky  roads, with |
tight bends _provokingl
slight undersieer’ 1
Leyland has been in |
such  well-publised  sirife
for so long that it is easy
to overlook the outstand-
ing sutcess of speciality
car divisions Jaguar
Triumph and Rover. |
Leyland Australia  has
honed down its range to
concentrate  on  models
from  those  successful
MArgues. ]
It is mow a highly
profitable operation and
the new Rowver 3500 VR
— the model which car-
ries on the " pioneering
concept of the much ma-
ligned P76 — is certain
to add to its success,




