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B 1. e i N S o O P

THE Rover 3500 made a late entry here
last December, and then it only appeared
at all because the local branch of Ley-
land made an all-out effort.

“We were 30 sick and tined of making promis-
s and not keeping them,” a Leyland man said,
“that we thought amcther delay would be oo
much.” The casy way would have been 10 rebease
the new Hover this month or in March, That the
company chose the hander way is a poénter o its
revilalisgd thanking bhere,

It can be fairly sasd that the Rover 3500 i
maore than a car. [t is one of the all-new products
of ithe criticiied and often beleaguered British
Leyland growp, and a tremendowsly important
one in that it shows what the corporation can do
when it starts with a clean sheet of paper.

More than thes, if 5 Ged in with & whole new
British factory al Solibull that was buili at & cost
of £31 million. The Rover 3500 is certainly a car
and & very good one; but it also represents & new
approach in bulldeng cars

The mew plant hat & capacity of woeme 40,000
unals & yoear and Seery ep i thee’ manul actune
o controlled by computer; ol s clamed that the
resuli i thai fnal products are about &y well
made a3 b possible a1 our stage of the mobor
manulactuning art. By any measure, they are
highly mpressive

The car sisell has picked up a small trunkiul of
awardi. It wad voled Eurcpe’s best car of the
year in 1977, i won the Don u!u:,- troplry,
Autovriee maganne's salety award, Siyle Auio
maganng i siybng pree, the Britih Automaoble
Anvocations pokd moedal, Caraven  Inchasirss’
bt iow-car award, and the Mudlander awand

In the face of this, criticium scems beside the
ik, My cowm views of the Rover 35300 o han it is
utberly comvincing as lar as the larger pstiure i
concerned, bat that it i a hinke ket down in some
dheiaiby: i’y as though the computers have worked
m o 100 per coni lashicn, but the fingers of mere
men have st nol boon agille enough. Some trim
detaleng 5 pot not quite nghi, and there's the
odd muted dengrbance when diooes and weinckow
plass muther as the car is forced over nepalar
surfaces. For my money, | would like a “tighber™
car; bt having waad the, thene s nol masch more
WO Ry

Creneral nde, handhng and moad abshty oome
actoas @a firstl claw, and porformance B boau
tilully balanoed: the Fover 3500 is not & fast and
it everything
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By PETER BURDEN

The odder Rover 1500 were lne cars, but o
tornbly well thought out when it came 10 oplimin
ing GOCupand space (or luggage wpaoe oither!)
within thewr phyascal envelope, and perhapa as &
revult of thewr Khosyncratic wapenon they wore
Iyre-semaitve: my own rocoliootson of these can
weas EPu ey ul‘rl‘illall:lq.ﬂ wylh rasdhasl romomn amd
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On top of ihis, thewr usabde performance wai
lemabed by markod endervieer. Thise wore nsce
cars o dove im a wodaie faakeon, buat mare foroe
full drivargg sherwod up iheir lemstatoen

By contrast with the older car, the new Rover
K300 has MacPherson wrut front suspenson (o
wystem which has come chose W taking over in
Ewuropean can these dayn) amd a lve mear axle
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