Rover SE 3500 with a certain

~ reluctance made me aware that
_the efforts of its British maker
‘to improve it have succeeded.

I thought so earlier this year when,
during a visit to the factory, I drove
Australian-specification 1982 Rovers

up and down smooth motorways. I

refrained from being over-enthusiastic

- then, preferring to see how the car
~ peformed locally

It still is not perfect, but it's a lot

- closer to being so than before.
It is a sad indictment of the famous .

British car-maker that it should have

- these preceding words written about it

m the first place. When David
Basche's sleek-lined five-door hatch-
back body shape was unveiled in
Australia. in late 1978 it captured
hearts.

The Rover SD- I as it was originally

known, sped to the top of the luxury
. car. market. But the gloss faded for
many buyers in their first year of.

ownership when mgglmg little' faults
emerged.

Trim that  fell off, rattles that

‘developed in the body and the odd

problem with hydraulic leaks in the
power steering marred an otherwise

- excellent design. But the word spread.
around the lease market, and’ the.

discounting activities of some Leyland

' (deaicm didn’t help the car’s reputa-

sion.
It has been a suct:ess, rcally, for

~ Leyland Australia, Over 3 ,000 are now
_on the roads.

And the latest version is good

. énough to restore its tarnished image.

It looks, rides, goes, steers and stops

better. It is more comprehensively
i aqutpped and at $26,600 for the

Rover SE 3500. . . a success for Leyland Australia.

three-speed automiatic is 1de311v placed
to appeal to the mxadie -range-luxury-
car lease buyer

The body rames have gone. It feels a~

lot tighter and quieter. The alioy-
headed 3582cc V8 engme now has

‘electronic fuel injection as well as

electronic ignition.

If it looked good before, the subtle
changes to the front and rear styling of
the latest model have made the big
Rover even more of an eye-catcher. A
bold new front air dam complete with
built-in driving lights,  flush-fi itting
square ha!ogen headlights and a nar-
rowed grille give it a bolder look.

At the rear, the one~pxece tailgate

has a 15.2cm deeper glass screen and a
new washer/wiper system.

"The front -air dam is more than
cosmetic. It provides 28 per cent more

- down-force to enhance high speed

stability and  improve overall aero-
dynamicsand thus fuel economy.

On the subject of gas guzzling the
new model is far more efficient. I can

~vouch for the claims that at a steady,
120km/h itis capable of returning 10.1-

litres per 100km or 29mpg, and overall -
in a mixture of city and country work

locally it managed better than 11.9
litres per 100km or 23.9mpg.

The neéw Lucas-Bosche fuel in- .

jection system has further improved
the V8. It seems more willing, seems to

breath better and does not object to

bemg pushed along. It develops a
maximum 106kW. power at 5,000rpm

(a rev limit-it will exceed comfortably :

in the lower gears) and its 245Nm
torque at 3,000 gives the cara gcnuine
towing usefulness.

. The engine statts to get eager with a

coupie of thousand revs under its belt.-
.Away from the lights the 'automatic
. version, in pamcmar seems almost,

sedate.

The basic des;gn phllosophv Tea
_mains unaltered. The Rover:

conventional"  front-engined = rear-
wheel-drive car® with power-assisted
front disc brakes and rear drums, a
live rear axle and an all-coil spring
suspension.
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But it is the largest hatchback
five-door sedan on the market and the
versatility this concept offers is useful.
The rear seatback folds flat easily and

quickly to turn the Rover into a car

with almost station-waggon carrying
capability.

Rover’'s own = five-speed  2all-
synchromesh manual gearbox — also
used in Jaguars — is “the standard
gearbox. The test car was fitted with
the $1,000 extra Borg-Warner Model
66 three-speed automatic.

It is a smooth and progressive
clutchless unit with a well- spread set
of ratios and has lost its previous
tendency to jerk between ratios under
throttle. The stubby lever is simple to
use manually but there is no lock-out

* between second and low.

Performance verges. on ‘the sporty

with a standing start to 100km/h

- acceleration time of ‘around 12 sec-
onds.

And it does it all in a very capable
fashion. The front McPherson strut
and coil spring suspension, rear rigid
beam axle, trailing arms, coils and
Watts linkage is properly tuned.

The ride still isn’t perfect, with the
tendenicy of the Boge self-ievelling
units at the rear 'to. induce some
‘bump/thump, particularly ‘at lower

. speeds over rough patches.

But most of the time it is extremely
‘cémfortable‘and supple enough.

Power-assisted rack and  pinion
steering needs around 3.5 turns tock to

lock for a 10.5m turning circle, The
large, chunky and soft-rimmied steer-
ing wheel adjusts both axially and
vertically. The steering is well damped
against road shock and neither too
light nor too heavy in use.

Reports bvaAVID ROBERTSON, MotoringWriter :

came a better car

PRICE: $26,600 (excluding pre-delivery, regletretmn options etc.}.

ENGINE: Electronically fuel-injected cast-iron block/alloy head V8 of 3528ce
developing a maximum 106kW powsr at 5,000rpm and 245Nm torque at S.GOOrpm
Bore and stroke 88.9mm x 71.1mm. Compression ratio 8.13 to 1.
TRANSMISSION: Borg Warner Model 66 three-speed automatic.
STEERING: Power-assisted rack-and-pinion system. s

BRAKES: Power-assisted front discs and rear drums.
SUSPENSION: Front: McPhersen struts, coil springs, transverse, !ower hnks a

.', i

anti-rofl bar. Rear: Rigid beam axle, trailing radius rod, coil springs and Watts*~
linkage. Double-acting hydraulic shock absorbers all round and Boge self-levelling

units at the rear.

S HE

DIMENSIONS: Cverall length, 4.698m, width, 1.768m, height 1.382m, wheelbase
2.816m, tracks front and rear, 1.506m, overall weight 1 A428kg, wheels amﬁ tyres,
6" x 14 light ailoy shod with 195/70 series steel-belted radials. f

One minor criticism is the siight
delay between steering wheel move-
ment and front-wheel response. One
learns to compensate and overall the
steering is sharp.

Overall handling is safe and predic-
table. It corners with a neutral feel
until mild understeer emerges at high-
er speed. It stays responsive to throttle
and steering commands when going
quickly,

The powercd brakes have been

tuned to prevent juddering at low

speed when the discs are cold, and 4
brake pad wear indicator is fitted. The
brake-pressure-limiting valve between
the front and rear circuit has been
re-designed and seems to do its job of

eliminating the risk of rear wheel
-~ lock-up very well.

But the brake pedal effort is far foo
heavy.

The improvements for 1982 are
most apparent when the four doors are
opened and one enters the cabin. A
new, low-line instrument binnacle
extends across almost three guarters of

the dashboard’s width with an impres-

o

sive battery of instruments, sw:tch
and warning lights. .
Beneath, running back between‘the”’
thxck}y padded, velour-covered reclin-
ing front buckets, is a new cenirc‘
console housing simplified switchgear
for the standard inteprated  air-
conditioning-  and  push-button
AM/FM radio and stereo rtassette
player with its four speakers -angd,
electric antenna. S5

Customer demand sees the mtum of.
the traditional British luxary car,
feature of wood veneer with bgguufui‘
burl walnut insets in the door trim

Head and leg room is genemus for
five adults. :

Apart from the power steermg 3nd.;
air-conditioning and other items nien=
tioned the Rover incorporates central.
door-locking, electric window Ixfters,‘
clectrxcally«powered exterior d@or
mirrors: with their own’ demnstmg
element built-in.

The car is covered by Lcjflzin s
MasterCare program which provides a’
two-year/40,000km warranty plus the:
labour costs of regular mamtenance
for three: ycars or 40 OOOkms. :




