SUDGET
BEATERS

Making your dollar go further in the quest for a set of wheels

ith prices soaring, many  |e—" “*"‘EE-""
Wpotentia/ buyers have b !I“FE-"" '

| turned to picking the best “! g ——
| of the cheap new cars, or learning
| the variable joys of second-hand
motoring. The humble Holden

| Kingswood HZ has long been
regarded as a used-car gem, with
dependable, simple engineering

that can be repa/red by the proverbial counz‘ry
men  D/aCksmith. Those on a
budget who want to keep
abreast of motoring
technology and who want
the comfort of a new car
guarantee could look at
d linies like the Suzuki
5| Alto. Others who feel - .
| insecure driving these budget m/dgets m/ghz‘
instead consider older luxury with a touch of

— a still-handsome Rover SD1,
and a rare V6 Renault 30 — tell
their stories. For everyone in search
of a used car, Paul Robinson
suggests a check-list, and tells how
i | = he used this strategy when looking
g o N | for a Renault Virage wagorn.»

extra class: owners of two such cars
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Budget beatérs

VEN NOW, as an 11-year-old
design, many people would find
the Rover $D1's styling practical
and attractive, and — afler all
— it is a Rover. The most attractive
thing about an SD1, howsever, is that to-
day a second-hand example can be sur-
prisingly cheap. The not-so-attractive
“reason for this is that the model has a
reputation for lacklustre performance
and build quality. Thus it's possible to
find decent early models for around
ahout $9000.

A mnine-grand V8 Rover SD1. Tl
makes you wonder what could be done

meet Greg. Starting with a nine-grand
SD1 he’s built himself — for about the
same amount of money as a new Fair-
mont or Commodore — a fast, reliable
tourer with Briddish class.

Greg's Rover is a 1979 model, bought
in 1982 in good condition for $9000.
The first thing he changed was its ap-
pearance, adding a Vitesse front spoiler
and a set of Globe Bathurst wheels. Me-
chanically it retained the standard 3.5-
litre alloy V8 and three-speed Borg-
‘Warner automatic gearbox — until the
auto broke chasing a Gemini van.

It was while the gearbox was being

Five-litre P78 is an easy swap

by adding a few extra grand and a bit of _
imagination, doesn't it. So you'd better |

BETTER
THAN NEW

One appreach to buying second-hand is te find an expensive
| car with fixable faults. Michael Stahi tells of a renovated Rover

rebuilt that Greg really saw the light.
The reconditioner had a stripped Ley-
land P76 in his workshop at the time,
and showed Greg how the Rover's bell-
housing mated perfectly to the Ley-
land's 4.4-litre V8. Even the engine
mounts were in exactly the right place.

What's the most difficult part of a
Rover-P76 engine swap? “Putting your
overalls on,” Greg says. “It's amazing
how virtually everything bolts straight
into place, and it's all so straightfor-
ward and easy o get at in the SD1. It
would have to be light years easier than
doing something like a Jaguar-
Chevrolet V8 conversion.”

GGreg has found that the major proh-
lem with the P76 engine is its cylinder
heads. He has now established that it is
entirely possible to use Rover cylinder

heads on the 4.4-litre P76 engine. No.

worries — just drill a small oil hole
through to the oil gallery (the recess is
already there in the casting), and use
shortened Hemi Charger pushrods.
 It's important, Greg says, to retain
“fhe Rover timing case, but as with most
of the smaller bits and pieces, this will

‘bolt straight up to the bigger P76 block.

The Leyland is just that much bigger
that it's impossible to fit the Rover inlet
and exbaust manifolds, however. The
Rover radiator is no longer big enough,
so Greg's car runs a custom-built com-
bination of Camaro core and Commo-
dore top and bottom tanks.

As his Rover-improving ideas have
developed, Greg has drawn from Ley-
land, Buick, Rover and all global points
between to find the parts he wants. In
its early stages, with the basically stock
4.4-litre Levland, repaired three-speed
auto and standard suspension, his Rov-
er was a pleasant and quick tourer. The
standard Rover 3.5 has 106kW, the
standard leyland 4.4 has 142kW —
enough to make a big difference. But
that was just the start.

Since then, Greg’s engine has been
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New wheels, spoiler and drivetrain
transform under-powered Rover

bored to five litres, using 60-thou over-
size Torana XU1 pistons. The valve gear
is now all Torana XU1, with a custom
set of Yella Terra roller rockers. Greg
figures the whole thing is pushing a re-
liable 230kW through its close-ratio,
five-speed Rover racing gearbox and
limited slip rear end. He's got a drag
strip printout that says 13.8 seconds.

Swapping the three-speed auto
transmission for the five-speed manual
brought more revelations. You can buy
a brand new five-speed manual gear-
box from the catalogue for $1500. Greg
bought a broken, second-hand one in-
stead for $300, then had it rebuilt. The
cost was easily covered by the sale of
his auto box to another SD1 owner.

He didn't need to change the tail-
shaft to convert from auto to manual,
but Greg installed a 3.45:1 crown
wheel and pinion in the rear end to bet-
ter suit the five speed. The 3.45 can be
found in any Triumph TR7 and, sure
enough, it bolts straight in.

Slighily more rare is a limited-slip
centre. Greg’s came out of one of the
'84 Mobil-TWR. 8IMs, the car written
off after Bathurst during a race in New
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Zealand. The Simmons 15x8 composite
wheels came off the same car.

Greg ordered larger diameter Vitesse
front discs, but has since been unable to
find any differences between this
disc/caliper set and those from a Ford
Transit van — or those from a 3-series
BMW. They are identical, down to the
bolt pattern.

From what he has learned develop-
ing his SD1 over the past five years,
Greg believes that a similar — perhaps
milder — SD1 could be put on the road
for around $20,000 — abaout $10,000
less than he has spent. He's seen
“clunker” Leyland 4.4 engines going
for $300, and says you'd ‘be trying
pretty hard to spend more than $2500
all up for a fully rebuilt, tricked-up ex-
ample. He dstimates that such an en-
gine could live quite happily with the
standard driveline and brakes, and a
little attention in the suspension area
would produce “'a really sweet car.’

On the other hand, he points out that
$2000 will go a long way on the Rover's
own 3.5-litre engine. It can easily be
bored out to 3.9 litres while adding a
different camshaft and other go-fast
bits. You could expect up to 180kW be-
fore sacrificing reliability. And all the
Rover virtues remain. ®
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HY WAS I selling it? I had
wanted this Renault 30
from the first time I had

prized example just six weeks — and I
was selling it. Why? Because this is
how it happens out there in cars-af-our-
dreams land. This is how it has always
happened, and how it always will.

I'd bought this 30 after seeing an ad
in the Sydney Morning Herald, “Rare
Renault 30TS V6. Four wheel discs.

$6000 ono.” It had to be a mistake!
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MUSICAL
RENAULTS

Mark Giffard’s chapter of the continuing
story of mankind’s starry-eyed quest to escape
from The Planet of the Clonemobiles

seen one, [ had owned my -

.‘3.

$6000 for a wonderful car like that?

My wife was resolute: "No mare
cars.”" It always happens like that. We'd
just bought an '83 model Mazda B26,
the $10,000 purchase price blowing out
to $11,500 three days after we took de-
livery to pay for replacement of the
electronic ignition and distributor, and
to get the rear brakes overhauled. It had
been a private sale and there was no
warranty, That happens, too.

Could we be lucky this time with the
307 Experience had proved otherwise,
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Budget beaters

Unmistakeably Renaults, the musical 30 being the dark one

but my wife agreed — on the condition
that we sell “Reggie”, my pet Renault
20. That wouldn't be hard — a great car
like the 20 in a wealthy, cosmopolitan
city like Canberra.

This time | was going to he super-
careful. I arranged for the 30 to be in-
spected at an independent Renault spe-
cialist in Brisbane. (Of course it was in-
terstate; it was a pretty special car,
right?) But it takes more than a pessi-
mistic report to deter the true Furopean
car fanatic. After the trivial bits about
worn bushes, required front end work,
cracked light covers and copious rust,
was the real message: “car drives well

. feels solid with no obvious rattles.
1976 model, 215,000 km."

OK. With the sort of work the 30
was going to need, we'd have to ask a
good price for our 1980 four-speed 20.
We’d bought it about 18 months earlier
for $6500. New tyres, clutch, alternator,
starter motaor, battery, front discs and
associated fittings had added to the
“reasonable’” price by more than $4000
— another reason we had to get a good
price for it. The fact that we'd used
various credit cards to scrape together
the 30's $5800 asking price made a
quick sale all the more imperative.
You're paying 23 percent on that sort of
money. But when you're buying a car
of your dreams, it's cheap.

The 30's owner was keen to sell,
driving the dust-caked indigo blue Ren-
ault down from Brishane overnight and
arriving at our home in the Blue Moun-
tains al 1.30am on the Sunday morning.

A good wash in the light of day re-
vealed what he probably hoped the
road grime would have hidden. The 30
we'd bought really needed about
$5-8000 to bring it up to standard.

But for about $10,000 I could have a
unique and practical car with enough
individuality and style to make motor-
ing more than just a chore, There were
probably no more than half a dozen V-6
Renault 30s in the whole of Australia.
And what else could I buy for the price
that would offer anywhere near the
same sort of motoring pleasure? You
just can't deny the logic of that.

But the whole plan fell apart at the
seams. No sooner had we bought the 30
but [ was transferred to Canberra. Not-
withstanding the almost fanatical main-
tenance we'd carried out on our be-

loved Renault 20, Canberra’s impover-

ished and parochial population

wouldn't bite. They regarded it as a
“Sydney” car — by which they meant
full of rust and poorly cared for. We
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learned our way around Canberra try-
ing to sell a superb touring car — with
205,000km on the clock to prove it — to
the ripple shoe brigade of the various
motor dealers. They didnt iwant to

know. And since we weren't prepared

to sacrifice the 20, we had to find some-
one to buy the 30.

We were fortunate to find a true en-
thusiast. John owmned a 17 Gordini
which he had bought very tired and
had rejuvenated, and the family car
was a restored 16 TS. By selling the
family hack and adding the money he
had been about to apply to reducing the

.mortgage on the family home, he could

get into the 30 and have enough in kitty
for the immediate repairs it would
need. Sure we wers going to drop about
a grand, but that can happen.

John came to Sydney and we col-
lected the 30 and drove it down to Can-
berra. The car didn't vibrate so badly at
higher speeds, and its performance was
pretty surprising considering its appar-
ently shabby condition and the faint
blue haze which I could see in the rear-
view mirror.

I let it stretch its legs. As I watched,
the faint blue haze blossomed into a
smokescreen of the sort you see in
James Bond movies. I had to 'tell John
the bad news,

“They probably all do that under
load,” was all he said. I suppose, if I
were buying a Renault .30 — good
price, V6 alloy engine, distinctive
shape, and very rare — [ think I'd prob-
ably say the same thing. =
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