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STRIKES, SHIFFIMG problems and quotas
e I E.q:\.ll:nlrlll Anstralia beliaves i will gl
1800 new Rover 3604 Vs to sell n 1979
Afear OG0 ken befidedd Gka not -d]uil.lﬁ i
steerimg whesl we can gee no reason why the
1300 wor't be arapped up by Juzury ear
bagyers, gany of wisom woukl nel have coir
sheried 8 Bover before,

Yel, despite our convsclson Lhat the new
300 will ke a bemt seller amd shale the
lower reaches of e prescige market Dy Ica
Geucen shurl bails, we ale believe thal mosl
ol thess pwoers won'l apprectate the new
Bowsr for whad il really is.

Unlortenately for Australens what i peal-
Iw i, 12 a wabered-down wverssan of ihe car
apld i Enpl=nd and Bwrope. You sse, (he
new 3500 15 almest enbebevably spocting in
iLs dymamic qualitiés, more sporling, io [sd,
thas even HMWs, ontl now fhe prstige
sedac For enthusiazis

Bat this sportiness has been diluted by the
kwal emission coolrod reguirements — yes
onee maore oo o European laxury cor — and
by the noeavailability of Hover's sxcellent
five-spesd manual grarbox

W were objective enpugh o unders temd
that the great balk of hxury cars sold in
this counbry oome g5 aubomalics, indesd vou
can't bur a mamoal Mercesdes-Benz ar Jaguar
or BMYW 6 or 7 series or Peupeol or most of
the others in Australin. H'ernaps the perfor
manee lnss nnd the auic-only won't matter
in Austealin hut we're sure that o snuall
groap of mare enlightaned bayers will coms
tov despize ADR 274 and ser Leyland's relue.
tanoe to hring In the manoel version we
capitulaticn Lo an anknowing majoricy.

Exeuse our cymicism but there s o prend
car trying to escape from the stranglebold of
27A opod olthesgh we mempin keen e
thysiasts for the 500 1% hard oot o avesd
a fosling of disappointment on poming back
to the Rever and suffering the lack of bat-
temn and arge when vew know thar withaunt
274 it would b ou trudy sparkling parformsr,

If tha comhination of the Horg Warnar
Type & aatematic snd the pollution squip-
ment have matibated the seeedevation they
cant detmct completely fooem the Hover's
abilities seroee the hlack-top ae & Pespondive
delvar's ar,

0 poarse, mnat people who boy the S50
will o o for Ita aleek sxling, its modern in-

teruor snd its prestipe and will be completely
wnaware that it gives of itke best eraising
fnst tn a leng interstate: haal or when heing
dyiver: quickly down a smnothly surfoced
twiaty section of posd

Yau, ol wall be todally st bame on g gentls
ru to the Opera House or fo pick op the
kade from scheal bul b was ol desgeesd
with these mundane fanctlons kigh on its
leaf af praocliss

The Kover 3500 501 — Specislist [nvision
Miamiesr One — g an life in 1971 whesn
Bover was ablll wvery sutopomons within
British Leyland and b was inlersded Lo
replace all the existing Hover models —
B0, 3500 snd B5-hire — aedd oltimatsly
the 200HZS00 Triumph rafge. Evel m 15971
David Hache — Hover's chiel sfvlisl — was
ponvincsd e mexl Hover should be g wer-
satile five-door sedan and the SD0% alsding
wus gpproved by Febeuary 1972 It wae &
total kurn sround From prescons Bover atyl-
o althouph thoss whe keow of the origins
af the 2000 sixling will remember (L had &
aloping noss. Todaw the nese on the Rowver
bears 2 siriking mesemblance fo the Ferrar
Daytors and 10 was certainly  compared
direcily with a coupls of Marsralie, & denges
snd & Mercsde-Ben: in Lhe final stapes af
its cerveloprnend

Perbaps il alse shows aoeme similarities
with the Citroen UX and the Lancia Gamma
sedam st that iz pure coincadence. Certainly
the styling i= dramatic and will prove to be
2 major factor in the cor's sucoess. Few pem
e who saw the test car dislikeed it 2nd most
were entvemely enthasiastic zhout the shape.
Despite & wery deep waisi and rather
soallow windows bt hos excellenl progortions
althbaugh it does tend co look racher high at
the toil nnd thet sweeping waistline rises an
necessarily ot the rear.

[F the rakigh styling wus vnespeckd from
2 Hover the 5015 comventinnal specification
heling the appagranes gnd the advaneod
dizign tradition getablished by the previcus
all-new Bowsr, the 2000, [n place of the foar
whes] disc trakes came front discs and rear
drams, the [w [Bon resr suspension wos
replaced by a live axk, coll springs and self
lkevplling dampers, the pomplax feont suspen.-
ainm vamished in fevor of MecPherson strats
and the baspumit stmseture hacame noumit
eanstructinn,

Rover's new 3500

— strangled by ADR 27A, but still. . .

SPORTING

LIMOUSINE

Conventional, even simple in its specification, the new Rover five-door
sadan hits hard at established luxury cars and vet it is decidedly more

sporting than many people will aver know. Sadly that sportiness has been

hamstrung by our emission requirements and the non-availability of a
manual version, Still, that won't stop it becoming a bast seller.




What we now have, two and a half years
car was [irst relessed in England,

pedan  thai &

the HLHC

nverall lemgth

ard all -’

; al Cim Austrulia, ].-“._.n
luxury car, the XJ Jagusr, &
while the local oom
Generals Caprice and
siderably rh-=n|:-|'r .'md

the upgHer Imnr.l: Th
dvo is the most

ghivas the Rower up 1w &
abile |||.rj|r_ When Leylend Leuime ke
TE 1t was ,.rHrlH" with the

FacE f.‘unﬂ for rl-,-
PurTresd If vk
fim 'Fhll"l'l b dn jI.HI:in-I ta & f
Australian car. Hat 27 as taken [t tiodl
Borw very mmilar o
Irl* SL/E we 1.-:'.1I1.-:| 16

ko jrize | 1
for the 1"" s engifie for 2he boenl car pro
kW a 0 rpm oand 45 N

rpE - And

T up-l._'l.-'.il;‘ power figures are
the Castlereagh Dvag Sirip

3 seconds which does

pare At all well with the 172 seconds queted
by ope of Lthe more authordiative HBritish
wisklien, land Alistrnbs's engineers have
ran their own performacee figures oo the
car and clakm a time of 1E.0S for the stand-
ing 4Hkm so perhaps owr test car was slight
¥ Bélow par.

Leave the Rover i drive and
aware of the lack of boltom end forque
because ol the tmnsmisston’s reloctance o
kizh dewm. Tse the wulo seléctor manumlly
— gl it abps straight back into inter-
machate — amd the kickdows is far more ef.
[ective with the aocelerstion [iatH
shgnificanily reduced. Heen drivers will find
they freguently wse the transmission in this
way far the h||'.d1|': marximum spesd it grees
i boow and of course, second and the redooed
pRESINE Eiines

Bt thees things are relative and any om:
parigon with the 2TA Euvropran oppo
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Mgl Inbesior @8 superbly desipned. desfrboard’ can hia
saaly cameeted fio doff hand' dve. Bnver 5 oo fail
B passangacs & I rage woll fmd b custion oo e

Aelove; Winh the redr gear fpided” avad’ e parcel irey
rEmaved — i wdvere do pow put P = Dhe RN has @

VREF igoage aed Sncthed o oivsh canoel

a/

ghows Lhe Kover up n & favneable Eght The
Peugess BiM, for instance, has a standing
A0 melre tama of o dismal 200] seconds and
takes 6.8 seconds to get from T km'h o
1 km/h eomparsd to the Hover's 5.6
spconds. The Andi S5E Executive spends [BE
soconds betwsen the white lines ol Upets
reagh nnd seven seconds geiting  from
70100 kb while the only Y6 Valvo we've
temted recently — 8 268 = ook 190 seromds
to cover the standing 400 m and &8 seconds
getting from 70 kmib to 106 kmih in o kick-
down condition.

Clearky, f the Hover @it quick the athers
are dresdfolly alow, The meeting of ADH
¥TA mot only eats into the cars performance
begt i all cases we've gusiad detrscts
motieahly from the smoolhness asd ersp-
reess of the engines.

We don't want o creaie the wrong L pes:
wton abowi the AMHL Yes, we do find ihe no
peleratwon  timis dsappointing wien com:
pared bo those obimined on the overseas cars
brat this & ane wery good example of stragsi
lire performance not really counting for very
much on the open road. [rive the Hover eos-
rectly amd i wall crose susily anid comfos-
tably a1 140 kemth with strong performance
for @ car of this siss nd engine capacity

Tee ADH2TA engioe will run out to the
radlice of G000 rpm — thére 18 4 WirfiRg
gectinon from 5800 rpm — bub usder Dall
throgthe there is more nducticn nolse than »
car of the Hower's bresding deserves. [t
atarts ensly — the Asstraben car hes an
wutomatse choke in place af the marual
chinke uwisd elsewhere — but the warmung up
period is langer than normal.

The engine noise dies intrede snd so doss
= whine [rom the lransmessssn on the over
rum, winkd nose (rustle, perhaps would be
better) Trom arourd the Apllar above 1480
kma'h amd some Eyre and road ooise on
codires surfeces. 56 Lhe Hover (8 nol A supsr
quiet tar.

Perhaps the noise levels are  almost
deliberately budlt in to be & part af the oar's
sparting choracter for, as we've mid, the
rondhalding and kandling and even the nde
are strongly hissed in this doreclion. 11 s the
sipering — power-assisbed rack aod pinion
with anly 2.75 turns bock 0 leck — which 18
the key 1o aportnese for it & seperbly
responsye, wilh JuEt tha I'ig‘hl. degres of ar-
eifictal feer] hagilt-in, and weighted perfectly.
First timw drivers will find it (oo seositive to
wary small wheel movemente snd will go
down the Tond in 4 series of corrections Bt
they will soon come b apprecste the subitle-
ty of the sbeering and wonder why other
power lsTiRg RIS ATEN'L RS Pesponsive
At aa high geared.

It & only when the Fover b8 oormered wry
hnrd, with the power an, mn tghi conditions
that the car loses its compesure and the near
peutral handling charges to strong amd in-
creasing underetesr, That & when yoo are
trying way ower the spesds most people ever
drive af, rormally the J5M) just gors exactly
whare it iz pointed only beiny thrown off
line momentarily by the bagger bemps at the
tail.

The 3500 sl in Ausiralia come on either
Michelin ar Pirelli sioe]l mdals and no less

Contimued on pgsBd

Stesring wheed &5 adfustebde for rade aad reach, front sealy appear o be sfhor wnder the Meghs
CevTinnmhie

bur B aurF devars found e

Lo Magor inalrumenis e
aity rdad bod smal geuges
A Mucden By Steanng e
ad drvenre’s S Rand

Hadow Il Cavire consaln bas
conbrals for eecis windove,
Ronakey aducitrrenl Oipaelie
bpiter and very effeciive
frarairabe, Ao SHRCY Can
tné pealed pinsgiel Back fo
riimasiaie.

i
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A SPORTING
LIMOUSINE

Continued from pago 49

& authesiey than Spen King — the man
meet respemeible for the car being the way it
is rivkons that although the sospensian
wit  idemigiwed  around  the  Firellis  the
Micheling grve o belter vverall performance.
Carrainly tley are quseler in cornering than
the Firellis fitted {0 the test cer. Ooe of the
great. wortuea of the Hover is s sare
footedness on wet rosde. [t is one of those
wvary rare e bhat ropes =0 well in the rain
thar the driver hardly hes bo redoo: speed ot

all,

Boavera  declslon W switch beck W
discidrum brakes wps aken because gl wis
mach gasier — &nd we sudpesl cheaper — Lo
tuild oo hard brake, The brakes are <0l
very good although some minoe [ade was e
periwrsd durning sur oliemale braks Fade
teat comtse. Generally, though, the pedal
pregrssive and The 350 l1WH\'H etope 10 o
atrzaght Hise without wear whes ock-up,

The sube v a little borsdh al low 3'.|_r|-|_-u,|ul
harsh is perhaps too swong and & betier

word would e frm, Oy hesitation in only
heeneme o the Rower s considermd a3 2 bux-
ey aadan thei s certain conditbons ths car
doesn’t hawe the soft ride normally expected
af poch 8 car Rwrd it an & spEariing sedan,
however ol the ride is excellent. In ultiespe
lerma, when crumimg, s rude g very good
by anyoew's slandards, the Rover ving the
alility 1o soak p unduladsong and |:Iu.|'|:p=- in
4 manner that suils e image as 8 Jong
:1iﬁ|.ﬁllw ForEng rur

The seats look great and are very comilor-
latde, Soame deslers Uhogghl they  shoukl
nowe more thigh suppert but sdll dida't get
wncmiarlahle and otherd reckorsd the seals
needed msore in the way of lumber sappard
far the small of the back yel despite wong
e behind the wheel also acrived feeling
relaxed However the rear sest cushion i
loa lew in relation o Lhe Coor and the high
walsl bne, The regacn il &= low is obwously
s that the resr sesl back can stmply fokl
duwn on the cgshion when the @r is oon-
verted Lo ils sLeLion wagon pok.

We have oo doubd that the inlerior design
al the Hower in golng 10 win over many
pubential buyers. 14 ir modern witheat being
oullandish, clewer witkout being smart, amd
practical without being sark.

The dashhoard iz a large ohe-piece plastic

mocalding {thal trum, bul fals, La look like
Jeather) thal sweeps down oo the wind-
woresny and acrozs the enbire width of the
car. In froat of the driver i & lenge black in-
strument medule which corries the in-
struments, warning lights and a small con-
trol papel. The two large dials for Ehe
iﬁﬂﬂllmr nmel tackw are my bo read Dub

steering wheel and the driver's left hond
hide the minor ocoobrols. U s aiso worth
muntaoning that the Far beft figuee of the
I meter 18 hxdden by the spesdomeler -

dle when the cor = stabionary _ . execily
e time when vou want to be abds Lo take a
reading.

There are bins for boch the driver ard
front sent passenger and the tray bmilt into
the top of the dechbonnd cnrries a hlsck nube
ber mat to prevent iteme sliding around. ALl
the: Incel cars get mir condrbioming ne stan:
dard equipment. The centre dash wente af
the nopeair comilibioned cars are retained But
they are now mownted oo another black
plagtic consnle that jota met from the dash,
The air conditioning has an excollent copacs.
ty bt the fan — even om the shiest H e
— i too noisy. There are addifzonal vents
befmepn the tacho and spesda sc that the
driver can aim the cool air inte his face and
the front seat passenger has o gamilar veal.

SPECIFICATIONS PERFORMANCE
MAKE . ...........0. vearrrressssrnnnneess oo ROWER TEST CONDITHINS:
IITLREREL, o i e o s el o T e e e A s =00 va Wasther R L O N C I b b e ] ) Db Wiarm, diy
oy g ) G SR S R R A S R ++ Five-door sedan IR - S e e .o Castkeagh Drag Sirip
FRIGE: Load.___ ..., A YR o B T Two msnrs
R s e e T S e T 19 555 Fual, el R Y T s e R T e e R .. Proomidign
TN FITTERY svw s v vnsisina i o anidaiscosas MNone EPEEI:H:IME‘I"HI ERROR:
EMGINE: Indbate] kimth B 0 Bl 110 133
e [ ) b F B R S E e e Eght  Achad kmh 45 £5 B 14 129
e R S e e e i e e . Alwerhaard FLUEL CONSLUMPTION 3N TEST:
Carbararior . Twiin ?wﬂh-ﬁ-trl:!rnburq 1%5 C D (automatbic choked Checkone. . ......couns voee e P Emd 0T mpglaver 220 km
Compression mmo . .,........ TR L P = 1 S Sl &.1 &md 1171 mpgl avar 360 km
EL il s e p s e S s L R BE.E L3 -|'1 12 mm Checktheee ..............., S5 0md 1155 mpglaver 131 km
[ - o | T e R R oo kER8Ires Checkfoair ... 6.5 wmd 11R.F mpgl aver 2850 km
Powar at B000 mm ae TEH o 5 W S, 02 kW MAXIMLUN EPEEDS:
TorGare At O BERTE . ... i o b manaa s e 245 Mmy IO I P o e R s g e i G s g . TH3 bk
TRAMSMISSIN: Mpsgeailuns . ... T B bk
L R Boag - Warrer 86, three-speed automanc IN GEARS:
RATIOS Dirawe:
Gagebax Chegerall kmth peor 1000 s Frsd .00, T e A S T4 kb WG rpm
Firgt PR | T 185 Smedwd i k- o128 K 15000 gl
Sponnd 1,451 4 481 i1 Third __....,, R s i oo krdh 14800 rami
Thinel iRy T0EA xra Heakd:
Firal orivs 3081 11 R R P el At g ekt O ke BO00 )
CHASSIS AND AUNNING GEAR: RN 5a 0 s e S e T e <ol kmdn fE500 pm)
Suspersion, frang. . ........,. ., Irchependent, MacFlrsan struts, T o o e o B A L. 181 ke 4800 pmd
arvti-rall b ACCELERATION:
Suspension, rear. ... .. Coo o Live ands, lacated by torque hube, Thraugh the gears;
Watts linkage. rad s arme, coll sprmgs, DBOEMITY . .o . 3760
Buge Wiromet s=lf-leveling damper struts 0-Thkmth......... e A i e 6.2 secs
Shebrnpbype ... ...oooaa. Power assisted rack and pireon R L ) TRt R kit A S Adsacs
Tumsital ..., e i g LA L 0M0kmib. . ...... T o R e 123 spcs
BT L T P SR 104 m N PRI o i v i S €k g e g e e L e 175 anrs
Birmbes, typee . . . .. g R Die e Ins thie eurss Kickdown
DIMENSIDNG N W o T 4 T e S e T s D 32 secs
‘Wheslbase. . ... ... .. Vi . ZM5mem ARTORmih L 34 e
Tenck, trara T I R T T T P IR s 1600 mem BRI M L o e e e e s A7 seos
1L A AP E e ey i G150 BRBORRUR L. 4 A secs
LT . e T A T e e L fni 4634 mim Me100 kmith e e R Rt e T BEF spos
W s S S e e e 17468 frem 1) el T R e T S s AR 63 e
M e S S S v O T e e e 13 mm  Si-1A0kmih T T R I fay s J A arr Lol B8 eres
Fusl tani capacity . ... B5, W e m L R o L L P e i 7.6 sps
Kerh mass [waighn) rrrrEsI T PiiEleas 1428 by STANDING START 10—400m
T:I"HES FEMOE M . .. ... ..., IR . 185 e
i - A T S B T e Firali Cinturate CHN3E 1350 HE14 Al.-:fqg:.urmnﬁ ....... e s Bl s L el b 166 ==

Smal aloy VE was onginaly designad and
bt by GV hag bedn Sclopred iy Rover bul
strangiea by ADF 274

An AMTFM cossetie radin s bailt st the
conse jost ahove the heater!venuilathan on:
trols. Bteering column stalks taks eare of the
wiper washers which are very alow W
operate, while the hesdlight flashers, turn
mdicstors, dip and borm are eontrolled by
thi stalk oa the I".lEl'.I. of the column. The
steering whesl in adjustable for peach and
raks g0 the doving position & almest (s
finitely adjustable sven though wery tafl
drivers might wish for shghtly mere rear-
ward traval and perhaps aven 4 height ad-
justment for the cushion

Electric windows are standard — and
there's 8 coptral 10 cut oat the rear window
switchas sa the ks dos't spesd all day zip-
pil‘l.g thim W mnd oW — ,_|:|||! CTEI I .
tral lncking syatom

Sumening the Rower 8 ol easy, 18 (3 & car
Wi -|"'I'|||1'_'¢'«|l|i far its greail pr:ll_'lll_'.-|||'._|._ 1™
charm nmd responsiveness. The linish 'l
Pl’hﬁ‘ﬂ by thi aEamelard il;rl|r|_-¢-_||l-|| femn bradi-
ticnal Hovers and we grilll believe 14 s
h.il'llﬂlr'dlls ||!|- 2TA and the lack ol & masual
transmssion. Yo (BT I-l.;lll‘l Il WHS & e Car
and iE i3 & Wy Bt car o ales Ereal v ||u—
for money

Conventiona boal with parcel fray in place
Legoage 5V 5 -'p'mﬁ Fad Wanoow FEmETE
clieam oven an anTy wanahher, o0En T Sadm Ao
i FAaT e iwrafieT spriem

[atesigipmerrAlinicj e

is here...

Alarrm Can b hypassad, Bul NOT the PED-AL-LOC anti-car hef device. it i@ ona of ihe firssl and mast relisbies devices. u|;|ulrlll car thelt on the
market 100y Conatructed of TE0E1 Alrcraft Aluminigm-shoy (kard metsl, pel wery lghl in saight] PED-AL-LOC sacyrity locke your padala
Possibdny of insurarce mdocian

Cine B pnwesimant.
Eaily and quickly Instalied
of Ahar LyRlame 10 Tumcshon,

A (REFG) _
= Availabla dor sl dometic and fomign car,

st it J nd protection t & minimal cost
L r n ]
» H:;';ﬁ_';ﬂp"r’;; e Copyright and U5, patent No. do7e0es, Sen Francisco (Australasia) Enterprises, Lid.,

& Koy nod easily duplicéted dus 1o unesual shape. Fareign patent panding. 2.0, Box 1445M GPO, Melbourne, Vic. 3001

Teade and relal |
* Clmanaty muntl

Deslgned and manufactured by:
PED-AL-LOC Mig., Inc., U.S.A.

i

o g,
Prone; {03} 368 Diistributed In Awsiralla by:

DC'H'T DELAY!! Floasa dond ma — PFED-AL-LOC ANTI-CAR THEFT DEVICES) ot £30.99 each (MAMNILAL); §50.88 sach | AUTOMATIS)
MAIL TGDAYN | :ﬂd H'_sun.?uﬂm'ii L"u'y"."ﬁ'.ﬁ".;’ Eﬁl::u:hmmu- 2 ki, | sncioss § for PED=AL-LOCK and mandling
O Crargues O Morsy coder, Serry o S000 s ecapied, P Fawpe o my: O Bankoand O Aerveri Exp
MDM E?—EAFK : O Corvrs Chigrgs Accogint Mo, x — E.:;a;ﬂ,u.w aie - el ke
GUARANTEE if not | signature: =k ———
ﬂﬂ.“ﬁﬂﬂd I_ Mot Dua ke blg wefums of dimlﬂﬂ' -plu.n allgw 3 -] H ek by

return within 21
days for full refund. Btia

Cut & send mail T Sosicode;
i Auptral E Lid,, PO, Bax 14458 G.P.O., Metbo . Wic,, B0, Aust,
order form | Mait to: San Fransiso ( usiralasia) Entarprises, Lt ax eihourre, Vic i
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