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chiﬂ.nd's-ﬁi;rﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁh Raper unll be mﬂﬂmd'byn oriental
model in 1985, g0 thas is yowr final chance to engoy Pomnsy by
motoring with a sporting touch at a velatioely low price
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and feels mare secure on the road, The
handling has a batance and predictability
that have always been present in the
Hm‘ﬂ,tgswrla"}':m smusalh roads. There
is still understeer, but less build-up as
COrneTIng Speeds rise S0 That i 18 an £3sy
car o drive wathin nine-tenths of its
patential. It is only when exploiting that
last penth that the hardling can become
ragped and lase 1 nataral podse.

Rover's fve-speed gearbox has
appeared in Triumphs, Jaguars and
Morgans, as well as the 3500, and it varies
from car tocar in its action, Certaindy it s
always precise but the degree of
heavimess can vary from being positive to
demandmg excedaive force by the driver.
Oin the test car it was "reassuring’, as one
tester describesd it, with an ultra-smooth
cheteh action,

By upgrading the interior, Rover's
designers have cerlamly given the cara
warmer, mare expensive fesl but there s

‘e Rower S50 cormerr fabivr and wadersfogr Aas
derm reducesl Alteraiion 10 fronl ir the adaiiion of
& decf ane diaw urser the bimper The anderior b
Sramulmew pnstremrers but S speedo (dvwoul (1 nal
sweceritul; steering wkedl 15 boo Mg rieh mach

still a mass of plastic on the dashboerd
which claghes arcon ||'u:'[:|.'|.4.].' with the
palishes] mew waknug on the doors and
elzswhere. The seats are comfortable, i a

i comi ) foyan ! mare 57 reihie
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ENYEAKRS can be a lifetime in

the car industry, In 1976 the

wew Rover 500 fashed onio the

mew-Car scene in Britain to rave
reviews, a European car of the year award
and lpag wating lists hress vears lager
sl ar areaved m Ausiralas 10 oulsold s
rivals in ifs firsl vesr, Who would have
predicred, in the face of such sueces, that
this would be the fast "Rover” sedan.

The ance proud and independent Rover
began |:'|:|l-.|.":|_.'_'a.'.=|:.-.'|| 19k and b 15 st
indeed 1o underscand that there will be no
maore all-new, all-British Rovers, for we
knovw that the 3500 will be replaced by a
joint Horda-Leviand haxary car in 2985,

It wasn't the concept of the 3500 which
was wrong (although it most ke said that
the car represented a total turnaroond in
design philosophy from the technically
advanced 2N IS00 and was perhaps (oo
radical in its appearance for mass
acoeptance) hut the dismally poor baiid
quality that gave the car a reputation that
i difficult 10 bve down and even harder to
alimanate, Then the hig=car market in
Europs was savagely cut as peiral prices
soared and, desgpite the intreduction of
e ga-cyhnder versions and even o twa
ftre [our, the Bover has never lived up to
ils early sales promise,

I Australa the 3500's inakilsty to cope
with local conditions brought on a bout of
teethmg probiema, many ol which hadn'
surfaced on the kisder English roads, Cur
frst eompariaon oonclode the Kover
(WHEELS, June "791 gave voice Lo our
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doubts regarding the car’s kog-term
suitability in Aussie ard our recent
campars of the fuel-mected Sk L Apml "82)
did ligtle to chanpe oar view

But behird the scenes the Leviand
enpmeers, aware af the troubles, have
heen working hard to mprove The quakity
af the car whike the product panners have
chhigently tried fo correct any design
criticesns made of the ariginal moded, And
o counter the darabality problems the
new 3500 5k now carries & twa-years
400,000 km warranly, with Rover myimg
the: laboar costs of regular maintenance
{ar three vears or 40,000 km.

Ii the: bassc hatchbeck body rematns
unichanged there have been enough mina
detal changes 1o ensure the new 3500 15
easily recognased. A large front air dam,
flush headtights with chrame suryoursds
and 4 deeper rear window are the obvious
exterior changes, while inside there isa
new imstrement binnscle, with
speedometer and tachometer calibrated
aver half-cirches in 2 dubtous attempt at

improved clarity. Perhaps the fact that the |

manizl 3500 we tested had the most
inaccurate speedo of any car WHEELS
has ever tested — 24 km'h error at an
indicaied 130 km'h — baased us against
thee dials. bat even so. the cahibrations are
far too close Tog an instant readout
(eherwise the changes are for the belter

Meckanically, the 106 kW, alloy VE
engine with itz Bosch Lo&tronie fuel
inpection is unchanged except for a stiffer
block casting in the interests of

fram svs

smoothness and the addition of a low oil
waming light. A bigger brake servoand
rEsee .'.'ll.;:l'l 5 anad i'.'||_‘|'\. for the disz!

=m, and modifications to the
TEAr |EPEOEICN N EOe MICrests of tauter
handi=mig, are intended to correct aress
found wantig on the old model.

Hardly earth-shatiering changes bt
combuned with 4 very rel Bitempd to gine
the mienis a more sofid, more luxourious
feel you have a car which really does feel
frafe of a piece: tauter in the body 2nd
fimish and more impressive on the road

We drove both automatic and manual
VEESIGNS Bl .._||_.||_'L_|'| concluded that it is az
a manual that the 3500 works best. Of
course, most of the cars sold here {90 per
cent, in facth are sutomatics i it is clear
in the driving that the engineers involved
in the develooment of the car had the
long=legged, Bve-speed manual at the
forefront of their program, The sporting
character of the 354} = enhanced by the
manual box whale the automane detracts
from the car™s oitural abitses

L} coorse, the performance weth the
mianual 15 supersos, althouagh most of chis
advantage is produced over The frst lew
EATES 1N Mg aoff from rest, and anee
e cars are moving there 15 surprsingly
lit1le diference m ther ulbmale

aoceleration, Bather it s the relaxed and
smosh progress ol [he manual which
contrasts with the abvioes disction and
fan noises thal are always more apparent
an Ehe dula than e manaal.

It 35 only &t low speeds when
acceleraring hkard that these sounds
Entrade into the cockpit of the manuwal
madel, where the autamatic, to produce
samilar passing speeds, requires full use of
the kickdown and a dramatic increase in
nose levels. Certainly the new automatic
peeved much quicker against the
stapwatch than the previows SE, cutting
1.5 seconds [rom its standing 400 metre
time of 18.5 seconds. But the manual took
off another half-second ko give the Bover
the kind of performance its sleek
appearance demands,

The engine is still not the super
pesponsive unit that comes from, say,
EMW, fior it requires too long a throdile
travel and the tall gearing mears that you
peed to drop down two ratios from fifth for
peak performance in mosl situations. Feth
is 50 high — 47.8 kevh per 1000 rpm,
compared to 37.9 km/h for top gear in the
automatic — that at 100 kmi'h the engine
is cnly turning ever at 2100 rpm. s it any
wonder that the engine is heard as a hum
and wind noise (which still varies from car
1o car) becomes the only hindrance to
high-speed cruisng. Theee is very little
tyre nogse, although the suspension does

thump around an rough bumps and the
exhaussi pipe crashes into the anderbody,

If you were to befieve the test car’s
pduoaseter then Rover™s engineers have
warked maraclkes with the car's fuel
consumption, Over a test distance of 3553
b the car averaged 7.6 kil (21.5 nupg).
That was before we corrected the odo and
discovered the actual distance wias 2488
ko anad the consumption 6.2 kel (17.5
mpg) overall. The true best figure was 6,9
kel (195 mpg) and the worst 5.2 kel
(14.8 mpg). The automatee returned a
similar range of fgures, althoagh it 18
harder to match the best sconomy of the
manual in normal driving

Secret to the Rover's sportmy appeal i
the car's steering. Power-assisted qack
and pinion and direct to the point of having
rust 2.8 turns lock-to-lock, it takes
practios ko make any movement of the
steering whes! a smoath, jerk-free
aperation, Sudden mputs to the wheel can
procisce a Jurch ard M 13 not an €33y Car [o
place accurately initalty. Experience and
experimentation, however, pay off, for
andée ledarmed i uﬂEliEhﬂdﬂ}'high-E&BIEﬂ
and requires oaly tiny, subthe movements
for mast corners. Bover persists in giving
thie car & large-rimmed, squared-off and
far too large steering wheel,

If the Rover still lacks the ultimate ride
quality of some of its European rivals -
and the Commodare, for that matter =
and can be wpset by large bumps, it is both
flatter and mare supple than the old car

little= shiry in the cushion, and you sit
rather low, an fmpression which is
exaggerated by the shallow glass areas
andd the high waistline. Leviand makes ro
mentioan of revised rear seating but the
test cars appeared to have more Tear
headroam than previowshy.

Rover matches its new prices of
225 950 far the manwal and 56,950 for
the midomatic — the electric sunroof is
2950, cruise control 8350 and metallic
palnt 3650 — with an increase in
equipenent levels which are impressive by
any stamdards: electric windows, central
bocking — althoagh the boot requires its
awn ey &nd is confusing in its operation
— a cassetie-holder, zir-conditioning
{with revised controls and wery effective
at last), an excellent Pioneer KE-1000
AMFM radioicassette with four speakers
and electric aerial, a digital clock with
stopwatch incorporated, twin electrically-
aidjustable ard heated extenor mirrors
amd rear window wiperfwasher,

Leyland has a difficult job ahead of s
marketing and advertising peopke ta
convince previoas Rover-owners that the
problems of ald have finally been cured.
Perhaps long-time Volvo-biayers
represent mare easiby-atiracted buyers.
Certainly the 3500, with its practical
biady, still s#nsational styling and pleasant
driving mancers, has much tooffer_ . .
and if the car is as relable &5 Levland
claims then it may well be the bargain
among the 20-grand looary cars. Have no
doubts the replacement Honda-Faover will
be a very different and far less traditonal
fuxury car . . perhaps reason enowgh for
buying the batest model, =
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