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if Bathurst 1984 had been run for the new
oup A cars only, a German driver and his
English co-driver would have won by four
laps in a British car, never before seen at
Bathurst. Peter Brewer followed the
fortune’s of Bathurst’s first visiting
international team.




otorsport is all about winning — it's just that some

teams take their racing more seriously than others. In a

1000 km sprint race around Mt Panorama even the
‘onecers’ — the motley crew of enthusiasts who front up for their
once-a-year shot at fame and glory — take on a higher degree of
professionalism.

But to taste success in endurance motor racing takes more
than just a professional attitude — it takes both plenty of cash
and strict adherence to a set of unwritten race-winning rules.
These rules are simple — thorough, meticulous, painstaking
preparation by experts; a planned and well-orchestrated lead-up;
and finally a well-executed performance on the day. Nothing can
be left to chance: minimise the risk of failure and you maximise
your chances of success.

In Australia, there’s only a handful of motor racing teams with
a legitimate claim to that degree of expertise, but at the 1984
James Hardie 1000, that select group opened its ranks to include
Britain’s factory Rover team.

 Rover's decision to lodge a two-car entry in the inaugural
Group A category for the 84 James Hardie 1000 was made

midway through the year, after Jaguar Rover Australia’s
managing director, Mr Phillip Hovell, was assured that not only
would the cars be highly competitive, but the effort would also
include some of the hottest young driving talent in Europe. And
who better to co-ordinate the team than John Davenport, the
portly, urbane former reader in mathematics at Oxford
University and now director of Austin Rover Group Motorsport?

From tﬁe moment FISA Group A cars became a reality for the
James Hardie starting grid, the Rover Vitesse was seen as ideally
suited to the task. Although the models exported to Australia are
burdened by luxury trim and power-sapping anti-pollution equip-
ment, the European road-going Rover SD1 five-door hatchback
is a windcheating open road cruiser, with a sophisticated
suspension system and a 3.5 litre alloy V8 engine which, in the
hands of experts, can be tickled into producing some real get-up-
and-go. ' _

Before its brief campaign here, the Vitesse (a French word,
meaning speed) had proven itself in the tough European arena of
saloon car racing as a result of an intensive and expensive pro:
gramme initiated in 1979 to emphasize the sporting character of
the car.
















