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Bathurst 1984 - Rover wins in Group A,

by Anthony Cope (670)

Those members who follow the overseas motorsport news will know that 1983 was the
vear of the Rover in Group A -- eleven races and eleven wins for the Rover Vitesse
trio. The good news for Australia is that the Australian Racing Drivers Club has
decided to drop the Group C "Big Banger" class in favour of the internationally
accepted Group A from 1985 onwards, and we will be seeing many more works teams

fielding their European circuit cars here much to the enrichment of Australian
motorsport.,

The vagaries of the recent wearher provided a light fall of snow at Mount Panorama
on the Saturday, but luckily Sunday dawned bright and clear, albeit with a chill
wind from the south. The two Rovers, fielded by JRA and Mobil, were No. 60 driven
by Steve Soper (UK) and Ron Dickson (NSW), and No. 6] driven by Jeff Allam (UK)
and Armin Hahme (UK). After the initial accident which sidelined many cars, the
Rovers were soon circulating rapidly in close formation resplendent in their
white livery. Although not having the grunt of the 5.8 litre Falcons and the

5.0 litre Commodores racing in Group C, the Rovers exhibited superior cornering
ability and on a more circuitious track there is no doubt that the handling of
the Solihull product would compensate for the lack of acceleration., (Alright - T
know that Rovers aint made there anymore!)

As expected the majority of spectators were interested in the Brock/Johnson battle,
but the Group A cars were offering the real tussles that provide an exciting race,
The Rovers and the BMW of Denny Hulme and HRH Prince Leopold Von Bayern were neck
and neck most of the race, with the superior braking of the Rovers at the end of
Conrod Straight giving them the edge over the competition. The new highrise
electronic scoreboard is a vast improvement to the Mount Panorama facilities, but
Lt hardly ever displayed the Group A placings forcing an occassional trip to the
90 in the carpark to listen to Radio 2GZ to find out what was actually happenning
on the track!

Regretably Car 60 decided to inspect a portion of the trackside shrubbery halfway
through the race, damaging the offside front fender and headlights. 1 did not

see whether it drove back to the pits or was trailered, but the race commentators
announced that it had withdrawn. However, frantic work must have been performed in
the pits because it reappeared an hour later sporting strips of masking tape holding
the damaged portions together. Whatever was damaged did not appear to affect the

lap times but the car had lost too much time to pose any threat to the race leaders,

Those sensible members who stayed at home and watched it all on their colour TV
(apologies to Redgum) would have seen more of the race than us masochists who paid
good money to get covered with dust and acquire splitting headaches, but there

is nothing like being there to capture the full spirit of the meeting. The Ford
and Holden supporters provided such flavour. From my observations they seemed to
hang around in packs, usually five males and one female, the sole apparent purpose
of the female to provide refreshments from the Esky and to look bored at the same
time, Depending on whether the green car or the white/flouro orange car was in
front, the relevant supporter packs would rise, wave tinnies and/or flags in the
air, bellow something akin to "Go Brocky" or "Go Dickie" , and them collapse
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in an alcoholic stupor onto the dirt. As in
the traditional manner this behaviour decre-
ased as the race wore on. Needless to say,
the majority were not really aware or inter-
ested when the race finished, or who won. I
could spot anybody waving a bottle of Roth-
bury Estate and exclaiming "Good show, son
of Auntie" interspersed with nibbling on
cucumber sandwiches as being Rover support-
ers - but where were you all?

Johnson in the Falcon retired with mechanical
problems, and the King of the Mountain, Peter
Brock thundered home to yet another well de-
served victory in Group C, The winner in
Group A was car 61, the Rover Vitesse of Alan
and Hahme, locking as though it was ready to
run the race again, closely followed by the
BMW. The damaged car, No.60 gained a few pl-
aces and came 6th in Group A. A truely mag-
nificent performance by these thoroughly pre-
pared cars, and we trust that the Rovers will
become a familiar winning sight on the race-
tracks of Australia next year.

Congratulations to JRA and Mobil for bringing
the cars "down under", Will we see Vitesses
on the showroom floors now?
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Can 60, seen circufating at the end
of Connod Straight aften the accident
aepains had been effected,
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