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NZ welcomes
Euro imports . . .

While the local economy is
subdued, New Zealand car
sales continue to do
somewhat better than
Australia's. First half 1986
new registrations show a 4.8
percent decline for
passenger cars, but the
European imports are a
shining light — up a solid 67
percent compared to the
same period last year. While
it's true many of the luxury
models are up, a good slice
of the gain is being made
with relatively low-cost cars
such as Alfa Romeo and Fiat.
Some of these built-ups
simply represent good
buyving against the fast-rising
numbers of locally
assembled Japanese cars.
More people are bringing
used cars into New Zealand.
and these currently account
for around 30 percent of the
European car registrations.
This ratio is far higher for
some marques: for the first
six months of this vear 269
of the 497 new Mercedes-
Benz registrations were ex-
overseas while an even
higher 155 of the 272
Jaguar/Daimler registrations
were in the same category.
BMW sales for the six
months were 446, or 576

with ex-overseas imports.
Second in total
registrations (although third
behind Fiat in local new
sales) was Mercedes with
497, or 16.4 percent of the
European sector. The next
best performances were Fiat,
275 ( 9.1 percent):
Jaguar/Daimler. 272 (9
percent); an improving
Volvo, 199 (6.6 percent): Alfa
Romeo, 185 (6.1 percent):
Audi. 161 (5.3 percent):
Rover, 174 (5.7 percent):
Renault. 152 (5 percent):
Porsche, 116 (3.8 percent):
Opel. 90 (3 percent) and
Citroen, 80 (2.6 percent).

... and Aussie
sixes, too

The sagging Australian
dollar has been great news
for Ford and GM New
Zealand. with lively sales of
Falcons and Commodores.
There's a marked increase in
demand for the big Aussie
sixes, and while the market
inroads are not huge by 1970
standards. they are certainly
headed in the right
direction. Bill Hartigan,
former director of sales for
Ford Australia and now
managing director of Ford
New Zealand, predicts the
bigger sixes will move to 15
percent of the 1987 Kiwi car
market, an impressive
increase from eight percent
in 1985; by June the share
was already 10 percent.

Kiwi newcomer: Austin Montego Vanden Plas

He says many Enzedders
still do not realise the
favourable pricing of the
Australian sixes, although
they are starting to
comprehend that an
Australian sourced six is
now half-way down the four
cylinder Japanese model
price list! In June this year
the Commodore was second
best selling model, with new
emphasis on the sixes. while
the Falcon was eighth and
ahead of the Telstar. Ford
says a key ingredient in its
strong performance over the
past six months has been the
increasing popularity of six
cylinder cars.

Austin Rover
range expands

More British cars will be
available in New Zealand
from November, with the
launch of several Austin
Rover models to supplement
the SD1 3500 Vanden Plas
carburettor-engined
hatchback and Montego
HLS station wagon. All ere
built-up imports. enjoying
the pricing benefits of UK
tariffs and the British pound
which hasn't been as hard
on the Kiwi dollar as the
Japanese ven.

For the first time the
Austin Metro is being sold
here. headed by the five-
door 46 kW Mayfair 1.3
(although local importer
NZMC may look at a price-
leading base Metro). The
three-door 54 kW 1.3 MG
Metro is also being sold.
alongside the 69 kW turbo
variant. All Metros have
four-speed transmissions.

The two litre MG Maestro
five-door has the 86 kW
fuel-injection engine, the
same unit as in the MG
Montego EFi saloon. New
Zealand is also likely to see
the potent 112 kW MG
Montego Turbo and the
well-equipped Mayfair
version of the Montego
wagon joins the Kiwi lineup.

Prices are expected to
start at around $NZ19.000
for the Metro Mayfair,
which may seem a lot until
it is lined against the base




three-door Honda Civic LX,
which costs a lot more. The
Austin launch program is an
ambitious one after our
rather mundane introduction
to the Montego wagon in
1985. This time NZMC is
giving the newcomers a real
push to be followed by the
Rover 800 within a few
weeks, and the new Jaguar
XJ6 soon after.



