Race rs for Rovers

THE sleek Rover 3500 hatchback
saloon came to the mountain in
September to take on the established
kings of Australian saloon car racing —
the Commodores and the Falcons.

Of course the Rovers raced in the new
group A category, and whilst they did not
compete directly with the better known
racing tourers, the crowds inevitably com-
pared their performances.

Jaguar Rover Australia and Mobil Oil
Australia joined forces to present one of the
most competitive, eye-catching and interest-
ing entries ever seen on the Mt Panorama
circuit.

Motor sport enthusiasts, and regular
motor racing journalists see the Rovers as
the most newsworthy newcomer for many
years.

The cars have made their mark in British
and European racing, with a fine race
record last year in the British Saloon Car
Championships.

And it is possible for you to own a Rover
Vanden Plas without paying for it. Full
details are contained in the front outsert and
in the advertisement on page 4 of this issue
of Signature.

Eleven races — 11 wins. That, in a
nutshell, is the story of Austin Rover’s
success in the 1983 Trimoco RAC British
Saloon Car Championship. Add to that a
splendid third place in the gruelling Spa 24
Hours saloon car race and a dominant win
in Britain’s Tourist Trophy, and it’s easy to
see why it’s been a season of smiles at Austin
Rover.

The Rover Vitesse started the British
season as a firm favorite it’s true, but no one
in the team dared hoped for such a run of
success. As well as winning the manufac-
turers’ title, Austin Rover driver Steve Soper
— or Soperman as the press have dubbed
him — became the first man to win the title
from the top class, in the past the title has

TOP: The eye-catching 3500 entered by
Mobil Rover Racing in this year’s James
Hardie 1000 at the Mt Panorama circuit.
ABOVE: The sort of action which put this
Rover 3500 Vitesse in the team which
won all eleven rounds of the British
saloon car championship.

gone to the driver from one of the smaller,
less competitive classes.

But to show that the Rover’s success in
Britain was no fluke, a few tentative first
steps were made to race the Vitesse in
Europe. Whereas British races are short 20
or 25 lap sprints, racing in the European
Touring Car Championship is a completely
different story. There, races are usually
around three hours long — six times longer
than in Britain — and need pit stops for fuel
and driver changes. The toughest race in the
calendar is undoubtedly the all-day and all-
night marathon, the Spa 24 Hours race in
Belgium. Suffice it to say that in the Vitesse’s
maiden trip to the race it finished third . . .
the first (and only) British car to finish.

o

A couple of other European endurance
races were attempted with some degree of
success, but the real crowning glory came at
home at Silverstone in September when
Steve Soper and French Rover pilot Rene
Metge, won the country’s oldest motor race,
the Tourist Trophy. It was not the first time
a Rover had won the event though . . . that
honor belongs to a works car in the 1907
running of the TT!

For Austin Rover, 1983 was a year of
tremendous success on the race tracks of
Britain and Europe.

One enthusiastic spectator at many
rounds has been Austin Rover’s chairman
Harold Musgrove said, “What more could |
ask for than a clean sweep in the British
Saloon Car Championship!

“Rover’s victories have shown the public
as well as our competitors that Austin Rover
really means business.” O
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